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1.1 Background  
 
Western thoughts began to penetrate into China with a traditional 
agricultural society along with the success of industrialization revolution 
after the mid-19th century, and greatly influenced various social aspects of 
China such as politics, economy, culture and thought etc. then to date. 
Especially, the “taking the western standards as authentic in everything” 
after the “May 4th Movement” 1) (五・四運動)in 1919, and the “cultural 
revolution” 2) (文化大革命) that lasted for 10 years since 1977 totally denied 
traditional Chinese culture, leading to complete loss of traditional Chinese 
culture that had lasted for thousands of years. Meanwhile, the urban 
construction of modern China, and the protection and development of 
traditional cities lack a systematic theoretical basis and guidance by cultural 
background after the “reform and opening up” (改革開放) in 1978, which led 
to simple westernization and imitation. Such cities lost the original cultural 
context on land, and inheritance of traditional Chinese culture during 
modernization, which has turned China in the 21st century, is composed of 
tens of thousands of identical cities.  
As a value concept of ethical mode, traditional Chinese culture3) is a 
comprehensive organic entity composed of philosophical thoughts, moral 
codes and folk customs etc. in Chinese national history through mutual 
integration. Confucius thoughts gradually penetrated into various fields of 
spiritual and material culture in ancient China due to promotion of the 
political background of “merely advocating Confucianism and eliminating all 
the other schools of thoughts” (罢黜百家，独尊儒術)by emperor Wudi in Han 
Dynasty. The site selection, layout, spatial series and urban dimensions etc. 
of traditional cities in ancient China were profoundly influenced by the 
concepts and regulations of Confucianism4). From the perspective of 
ideological forms, though the thoughts centering on Confucianism guided 
various aspects of urban construction in ancient China, urban construction 
was still influenced by the ancient social forms and historical process, and 
the other theories and doctrines, for example, Daoism(道家思想), Buddhist 
culture(仏教), and Fengshui(風水術) etc..  
Most of the previous research on the relation between the traditional 
Chinese culture and construction of ancient cities in China focused on 
monotonous research on Confucian doctrines, and the summary research on 
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other schools of doctrines and theories, while there was little general and 
comprehensive research on such relation from various perspectives. 
Moreover, the previous research on the spatial planning and constitution 
characteristics etc. of ancient traditional cities in China was confined to 
ancient cities that occupied important positions in Chinese history such as 
Xi’an(西安), Pingyao(平遥), Beijing(北京) and Nanjing(南京) etc., and there 
was little research on small cities such as local counties. Moreover, such 
previous research analyzed and studied the urban spatial composition 
through generally being based on the specific historical background and 
period, or time point to make clear the relation between the urban spatial 
composition characteristics and times background. For example, Beijing in 
Ming and Qing Dynasties(明・清時代), and Nanjing in ROC(民国時代) etc.. 
However, the research on how association was produced between the 
changes of dynasties and political background, and the composition 
characteristics of urban space in different historical periods is still a blank.  
The rapid modern urbanization of Chongqing benefits from its superior 
port environment. Ports serve as the comprehensive symbol of the waterside 
city in economy and culture etc., and the composition and characteristics of 
its the riparian space are the collective embodiment of Chongqing in history, 
geography, social economy and cultural thoughts etc. as the geographic 
conditions of Chongqing have determined that the production materials and 
goods for living required inside the cities shall pass the  riparian space 
controlled by the city gates, while such space is an important venue for entry 
into and exit from the city by the residents, commercial activities and 
cultural exchanges etc.. The period from the late of Qing Dynasty to the 
founding of the PRC is an important period in which Chongqing City 
underwent transition from a feudalist society to modern society. And the 
social structures were mainly embodied in the characteristics of traditional 
Chinese culture and the influences of western culture. Meanwhile, generally 
4 gates were set up for county-level cities, and 9 gates were set up for 
provincial city of Chongqing under the influences of “concept for four 
directions” (四方観念 ) of traditional Confucian thoughts, and urban 
hierarchical system. As for the capital city, for example, Nanjing in Ming 
Dynasty and Beijing in Qing Dynasty had 13 city gates and 9 city gates 
respectively, while the number of the city gates of Chongqing, a 
southwestern inland county-level city, was 17, which was rather rarely seen 
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in traditional Chinese cities under feudalist imperial system. Moreover, 
Chongqing city is connected with land, and adjacent to rivers on three sides, 
and the land area was the most important part of city defense system of 
Chongqing which was developed as a military fortress. The three riparian 
areas are the space of the most active commerce, economy, local folk customs 
and political culture of the whole Chongqing City. Thus, the riparian space of 
Chongqing has absorbed and integrated traditional Chinese culture, and 
become one of the spaces that can best represent traditional Chinese culture 
during urban construction and development.  
After the founding of the PRC in 1949, especially in 1997, when Chongqing, 
succeeding to Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, became China's fourth 
municipality（直轄市）, the executive government - the Communist Party of 
China proclaimed "to build Chongqing into the Financial Center in the mid- 
and upper reaches of the Yangtze River". Under such background, all aspects 
of the city including the social, economic, transportation, urban planning for 
Chongqing have seen a huge improvement. Targeting at the transportation 
problems due to the city's streets lying on the undulating mountains, the 
interior layout is more messy and crowded. To address obstacles to traffic, 
the municipal government set its focus on the riparian space where 
fast-tracks (river-side highways、臨江道路) have been built to ease traffic 
pressure. The city's traffic situation has thus improved a lot. As a price, the 
context of the development caused the most honest style of riparian space 
landscape that has also disappeared. Moreover, with the development of 
urban modernization, a rather radical change also took place on the past 
dominant shore ferry transportation along with a number of bridges being 
built across the river. The status of riparian space is gradually weakening in 
the city layout, with the embodied traditional Chinese culture also has gone. 
Now, there merely remained to the riparian space is for urban recreation and 
sightseeing purposes. 
 
1.2 Previous Research  
  
1.2.1 Research on Urban Development History of Chongqing  
 
The most outstanding research in the previous research on urban 
development history of Chongqing was “Contemporary Urban History of 
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Chongqing 1991” edited by Wei Yingtao5), which has made relevant 
statements and exploration into the relevant ancient history, commercial 
center, industrial center, urban and social issues, urban infrastructure and 
municipal buildings and urban administrative management etc.. Moreover, 
“Ancient City of Chongqing 1981” compiled and written by Peng Botong 
mainly describes various regions of Chongqing mainly from the perspective 
of geography and local customs6). Moreover, some local urban annals have 
detailed records on urban planning, public utilities, urban buildings and 
garden building and greening etc. 7)~9). However, there was still a lack of 
systematic and comprehensive analysis on the riparian space of Chongqing 
in the previous research.  
 
1.2.2 Research on Cultural Background of Chongqing  
 
Most of such previous researches had dedicated description of the natural 
geography, local culture, navigation traditions, urban characteristics, 
immigrant history, funny talks on name of places, Fengshui, art and 
traditional operas on Chongqing from the perspective of cultural 
background10)~15). However, the research on the association between the 
urban space and traditional Chinese culture was still a blank.  
 
1.2.3 Research on Specific Historical Period of Chongqing  
 
1) Period of Port Opening: The previous research on such period mainly 
analyzed the social background, economic conditions, regional culture and 
the navigation conditions in the middle and upstream areas of the Yangtze 
River etc. from the perspective of historical science, which was best 
represented by “General History of Chongqing 1981” edited by Zhou Yong16), 
and “History of Opening Port in Chongqing” edited by Wei Yingtao17). 
2) Period of Alternate Capital: “The Ten-year Draft Construction Plan of 
the Alternate Capital” edited by Zhang Dulun18), and compiled and written 
by alternate construction and planning committee is the most comprehensive, 
detailed and scientific among the previous research on such period. There 
are detailed planning programs for the ports, buildings and parks etc. in the 
riparian space of Chongqing. Though due to influences by the civil war 
between Kuomingtang and the communist party of China, the draft was not 
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fully completed, it was the first comprehensive planning for urban 
construction of Chongqing in history, and occupied a quite important position 
in the urban development history of Chongqing. Moreover, there were 
relevant researches for the purpose of political publicity19) 20), and the social 
and political background etc. inside had certain reference value for the 
research herein.  
The aforesaid previous researches merely expounded the history and 
planning etc. of Chongqing from the perspective of a specific period instead of 
making analysis of the influences on urban space by historical background, 
thus were still incomprehensive.  
 
1.2.4 Research on the Riparian Space of Chongqing  
 
Most of the previous researches on the riparian space of Chongqing were 
analysis on a single research object. For example, historical description, 
physical characteristics, functions of the riparian ports, and port culture of 
Chongqing21)22), and those on the names, forms, uses, structure and scale of 
the riparian buildings23)~25) as well as analysis of the structure and cultural 
background of the city gates of Chongqing21), and survey of the history of the 
city gates 26).However, the research on the overall composition characteristics 
of the riparian space of Chongqing is still a blank.  
 
1.3 Purpose and Significances of Research  
 
The research herein has selected the riparian space of Chongqing under 
the background since opening of port to the eve of the founding of the PRC as 
the research object to analyze the spatial composition characteristics thereof 
under different historical backgrounds, and examine the reasons for 
formation of its characteristics, and how it was associated with traditional 
Chinese culture, government concepts and the social background in various 
periods.  
The specific contents are the 3 points as follows:  
1) Analyze the association between the composition characteristics of the 
riparian space of Chongqing, and the Confucian doctrines as the core of 
traditional Chinese culture. Specifically speaking, how the theories on urban 
planning of Confucian doctrines influenced the components of the riparian 
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space (ports, city gate and buildings etc.) such as arrangement, form, space, 
layout, scale and dimension etc..  
2) Explore the association between the composition characteristics of the 
riparian space of Chongqing, and the Confucian doctrines, and the relation 
between its composition characteristics and other academic theories, for 
example, Fengshui, Taoist culture and regional culture etc..  
3) How have the backgrounds and the changes of government in different 
historical phases influenced the composition characteristics of the riparian 
space of Chongqing.  
From the perspective of the system theory, the research takes the 
county-level and small cities as the research object, and the background of 
historical changes as the axis to analyze the spatial composition 
characteristics thereof in different historical phases, which has made up for 
the shortcoming of the modern researches which have only explored the 
large-sized historical cities. The research can be taken as a reference case for 
the massive research subjects on ancient Chinese urban planning.  
From the perspective of protectionist theory, the research examines the 
analysis of the riparian space of Chongqing from the historical, cultural, 
environmental and social perspectives. The results thereof can not only 
taken as the theoretical evidence for the traditional Chinese culture, and 
urban planning, and has important realistic significances for protecting, 
inheriting and developing the traditional Chinese culture, and can positively 
improve the cultural and theoretical basis for urban development of 
Chongqing as the research object, and other towns nationwide.  
 
1.4 Research Methods  
 
1.4.1 Times Division in Research  
 
Based on the previous researches and historical literatures, the research 
has extracted the historical background from the initial period after port 
opening to the eve of the founding of the PRC (1891-1949), and has divided 
the following three typical representative periods (Figure1.1):  
 
1) Initial Period after Port Opening (1891-1900)  
Chongqing Customs controlled by England was opened on March 1, 1891, 
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which symbolized opening of Chongqing as a port city. Though Chongqing 
was a waterborne transport and traffic hub in southwestern China before 
opening the port, it was far inferior to large cities such as Beijing, Shanghai 
and Nanjing etc. in politics, economy and culture. As for the major urban 
functions, Chongqing was a regional military and political center. Certainly, 
the original intent of the western powers to open port in Chongqing was to 
explore market, dump commodities, and rob raw materials etc., and reduced 
Chongqing into a semi-colonized city. However, opening Chongqing port 
objectively strengthened the relation between itself and the outside world, 
and the western modern elements were thereby gradually introduced into 
Chongqing, thus determining the starting point of the modern urban 
development history of Chongqing, and promoting the urban modernization 
of the city. The period of port opening was of great significances for the 
formation of modern economic center and commercial center in Chongqing5).  
 
2) Late Qing Dynasty (1901-1911) 
Chongqing city which was developed as an important military fortress was 
merely a small county-level city in the middle and upstream of the Yangtze 
River before that. The long-time closed historical conditions kept the urban 
culture of Chongqing before the late of Qing Dynasty from being influenced 
by the western thoughts. Meanwhile, as the final phase of the feudalist 
dynasty that had lasted for thousands of years in China, the late of the Qing 
Dynasty was the critical point during which Chongqing City underwent 
transition from a feudalist society to modern society. And the characteristics 
the city takes on have completely preserved traditional Chinese culture. The 
period has the epoch-making significances in the urban development history 
of Chongqing.  
 
3) Period of Chongqing as the Alternate Capital (1937-1945) 
The Sino-Japanese war broke out in 1937, and Nanjing national 
government, the ruling party of China then, relocated the capital city to 
Chongqing. The urban industry and commerce of Chongqing reached its 
prime time along with the massive relocation of factories in the riparian 
areas, and the middle and downstream of the Yangtze River, the drastic 
development of traffic, and the unprecedented prosperity of commerce and 
finance. And the comprehensive urban economic functions were rapidly 
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expanded. Thus Chongqing developed into a comprehensive and 
multi-functional central city integrating economic, political, military and 
cultural center from a regional military and political central city27). The 
period was the prime time in the urban development history of Chongqing.  
 
     Figure1.1 Historical Background of the Chongqing 
 
1.4.2 Means of Analysis  
 
Collect the previous researches and books on the riparian space of 
Chongqing, sort out and compare the results thereof to determine the 
current situation of the previous researches; Determine the core contents of 
the research herein based on the aforesaid division of periods, and the 
results of previous researches: begin with the three reaches constituting the 
riparian space(Yangtze River, Jialingjiang River and Convergent areas) to 
analyze the composition characteristics of the riparian space of three 
periods(initial period after port opening, late of Qing Dynasty and period of 
Chongqing as an alternate capital city)(Chapter 3 to Chapter 5) .  
The items for analyze established based on the previous researches and 
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literatures include city gate, ports, and buildings (temple, civil residences 
and shops etc.), bridges, and parks. The historical background for research 
established in the research spans over 60 years, and the items for analysis of 
each period differs from each other. Moreover, due to lack of data, the 
vegetation in the riparian space as an element thereof has not been taken as 
the item for analysis under the research herein.  
The specific analysis contents of Chapter 3 to Chapter 5 are as follows:  
 
1) Initial Period after Port Opening  
The relevant data on the city gates, ports and buildings have been sorted 
out and summarized based on “Expanded Chongqing and Full-map”, survey 
data and classification criteria; Analyze and inspect the scale, distribution, 
and type of the city gates, ports and buildings according to the convergent 
reaches of the two rivers, Yangtze River reaches, and Jialingjiang River 
reaches respectively. Sort out the levels of the riparian space of Chongqing, 
analyze the means of connection and composition characteristics among the 
levels, and examine the traditional Chinese culture embodied therein.  
 
2) Late of Qing Dynasty  
Analyze the composition characteristics of the central space at the site of 
gate opening and closing respectively according to the distribution properties 
of the city gates, temples, ports and bridges; Then explore the regional 
functions and spatial characteristics through the distribution of the 
populations and occupations in the affiliated spaces, arrangement 
characteristics of civil residences, and the supplementary paintings and 
historical data. Finally, analyze and inspect the cultural significances 
embodied in the exterior space of Chongqing City according to the 
architectural thoughts on ancient Chinese cities.  
 
3) Period of Chongqing as the Alternate Capital City  
Summarize the information and data contained in the research objects, 
formulate charts, and then determine the distribution and composition 
characteristics of the three elements through analyzing the composition of 
the riparian space of the buildings, ports and parks. And then inspect the 
reasons for formation of the characteristics of the riparian topography and 
hydrological conditions of Chongqing. Make comprehensive analysis of the 
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composition of the overall riparian space, and examine the relation between 
the composition characteristics of the riparian space, and the traditional 
culture.  
 
1.5 Research Constitution  
 
The research is composed of the following 6 chapters (Figure1.2):  
Chapter 1 Introduction: Discusses the background of the research herein 
and previous researches, and determine the research object, purpose and 
significances of the research herein based on that, and then expound the 
research methods and components on the research object.  
Chapter 2 conducts a general description of the history and background 
between 1891 and 1949 of the riparian space of Chongqing, and analyze the 
city gates and ports as the important comprising elements of the riparian 
space from the perspective of the overall composition and planning, and tries 
to divide the times characteristics of the formation and development of the 
riparian space in such period.  
Chapter 3 to Chapter 5 takes the riparian space of Chongqing in the initial 
period after port opening, late of Qing Dynasty and the period of Chongqing 
as alternate capital city from the perspective of the planning in each times, 
and the city gates, ports, buildings and parks in the riparian space as the 
items for analysis, and then analyze and summarize the composition 
characteristics and reasons for formation of the riparian space in different 
times as well as examine the composition characteristics from the 
perspectives of social situation, economic conditions and the concepts of the 
ruling government etc..  
Chapter 6 summarizes the composition characteristics of the riparian 
space of Chongqing between 1891 and 1949 based on the analysis and 
examination of the riparian space of Chongqing in the prior chapters, and 
the conclusions of various chapters sorted out thereby, and explore the future 
research subjects. 
15 
 
 
 
Figure1.2 Research Constitution  
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2.1 Introduction 
 
“Traveling into Sichuan can be a sort of trekking experience.”1)（蜀道難、難
于上青天）Chongqing is an inland port city that contains Southwest China’s 
traffic arteries as well as the transport hub of the Yangtze River. Since 
ancient times, much of the material input and output of the cities in 
Southwest China has passed through Chongqing. In the Ming and Qing 
Dynasties, and especially since its inception in 1981, the shipping industry 
in Chongqing developed so rapidly that the city is regarded as a microcosm of 
urban development in Southwest China( Figure2.1). Regardless of its history 
or the importance of the riparian space of Chongqing, it is significant with 
respect to both its geographical position and historical role. With that in 
mind, research on the changes to the riparian space of Chongqing can 
increase our understanding of the development of modern Chinese cities. 
This study, as a first attempt on the riparian space of Chongqing in a span of 
nearly 60 years, will certainly increase our understanding of the 
development of the inland port city in Southwest China. 
  Research on the riparian space of Chongqing past has been focused on the 
formation of the riparian2), its function as the war-time capital5), and 
analysis of the local industry, population, and riparian space6). In addition to 
the research on the riparian space, Records of Chongqing have also been 
found containing relevant accounts of the riparian space of Chongqing3). 
Nonetheless, existing research on the riparian space of Chongqing has only 
focused on specific points in time, and they lack systematic and 
comprehensive research and analysis. In the current study, a timeline is 
introduced to investigate changes to the dock, roads, gates, and other 
elements involving space; how they are associated with the changes in space 
is also examined in order to clarify the changes in the process of the riparian 
space. At the same time, social factors, such as the historical background, 
social and political conditions at the time, etc., are combined to further 
clarify the reasons due to changes of the riparian space of Chongqing. 
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Figure 2.1 Location of Chongqing in China 
 
 
Figure 2.2 Study Objects 
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2.2 Methods 
 
2.2.1 Research Object 
 
The old center of the main city of Chongqing is bordered by the Yangtze 
River to the south and Jialing River to the north; both rivers converge to the 
east at an angle. To the west, the city is surrounded by land formations and 
walls. Due to the spatial characteristics of the city shoreline, gates, and 
corresponding docks, the shoreline roads are combined to form a separate 
riparian space that ultimately forms the riparian space of Chongqing7). The 
resulting eight riparian spaces are the object of this study, and they are 
distinguished by gates. Specifically, along the Yangtze River, there are the 
Chuqi Gate Space (sa), Taiping Gate Space (sb), Nanji Gate Space (sc), Jinzi 
Gate Space (sd), Dongshui Gate Space (se), and along the Jialing River, 
Qiansi Gate Space (sf), Lingjiang Gate Space (sg), and the Chaotian Gate 
Space at the convergence of two rivers (sh)( Figure2.2). 
  
2.2.2 Research Method 
  
From March 10–21, 2010, documents and data related to the Chongqing 
riparian space were examined and considered for collection in the Chongqing 
Library and the Southwest University in Chongqing. On March 22, 2010 a 
similar investigation occurred in the Chongqing Three Gorges Museum 
concerning images that portrayed the local river shipping history.  
After the collection of literature, historical drawings, and related files, the 
historical events were then combined with those of Chongqing's modern 
history and the evolution of the riparian space. Furthermore, historical facts 
and changes were graphically processed, followed by an integrated study of 
social background factors. Then, the historical background of modern 
Chongqing and the different stages of development from 1891 to 1949 were 
analyzed to clarify the process and characteristics of changes and the 
reasons they occurred. 
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2.3 Results 
 
2.3.1 Distinction of Changing Times and the Type of Riparian Space 
At the date of March 1, 1891, the city of Chongqing welcomed its opening 
of riparian. Before this date, the city was merely a river transportation hub 
in Southwestern China. When it came to the political, economic and cultural 
status, it was still far from the metropolises such as Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Nanjjing. Regarding the principle functions of a city, Chongqing was a 
regional military and political center. The opening of the riparian, however, 
actually enforced the ties between the city and outside world. As a result, the 
western modification factors thus were imported into this city as the starting 
point to promote the modern urban development. This was a period which 
was quite significant for the formation of the city's modern economic and 
commercial center. Prior to the year of 1900, the city of Chongqing, which 
was then developed as a military fortress, was only a county-level city（県級
都市）in the upper reaches of Yangtze River. Before the end of the Qing 
Dynasty, it remained so close for hundreds of years historically that shielded 
the local culture from being influenced by the Western ideologies. More than 
that, as the final stage of China's thousands of years of feudal dynasty, the 
ending time of Qing Dynasty was the critical point at which Chongqing City 
underwent a transition from a feudal society to modern society, where the 
performance characteristics of the city presented a complete retention of the 
traditional Chinese culture. Sino-Japanese War broke out in 1937, the then 
Chinese ruling party - the Nationalist government（国民政府）moved the 
capital from Nanjing to Chongqing. Along with this inland migration of a 
large number of factories in shore areas in the Yangtze River, the rapid 
development of transportation was combined with the unprecedented 
commercial and financial prosperity, making this city flourished industrially 
and commercially, coupled with a rapidly expanding situation of the 
integrated urban economy function. From then onwards, the city was 
developed from a regional military and political center into the one that 
embraced a set of economic, political, military and cultural functions. This 
marked the peak period in the history of the city. Therefore, this chapter 
gave analysis on the initial period of Qing Dynasty（清末の初期） (1891-1900), 
the late period of Qing Dynasty（清末の晩期） (1901-1912), and the period of 
Alternate Capital （副首都時期）(1937-1946). 
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Figure 2.3 Type of the Riparian Space 
 
Deng Xiao noted that the riparian space consists of three elements, namely, 
the gates, docks, and roads, and the space-plane types formed by these three 
elements are determined by two different space-plane relations—one 
between the docks and rivers, classified as half-immersed, not immersed, 
and fully-immersed, and the other between the gates and roads connecting 
the docks, classified as enclosed, open, and half-enclosed. These two 
space-plane relations yield the nine possible space types studied in this 
paper ( Figure2.3). 
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Table 2.1 Transformation of the Gate and Dock 
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2.3.2 Evolvement of Riparian Space 
 
1) The initial period of Qing Dynasty （清末の初期）(1891-1900) 
In 1891, the official opening of the port of Chongqing marked the western 
capitalist used this city as an inland portal to gradually infiltrate the 
southwest region of China. This inland market was opened as an important 
channel, accelerating Chongqing to become a semi-colonial and semi-feudal 
society. Additionally, it also broke through the Chinese inland situation of 
long-term social seclusion, while bringing the river transportation 
technology to stimulate the development of shipping, ship transportation 
and terminal management in the riparian space of the city. Before 1891, the 
city of Chongqing was only used to meet internal needs and supply trade in 
Southwest China (Figure2.4). It enabled provision of the basic needs, 
including living material and transportation, but things changed after its 
development. With the increase in trade, domestic demand within the city 
also increased. This led to the docks, which were the only trading platform in 
Chongqing, gradually becoming insufficient to meet the city’s needs. 
Gates: Chongqing’s gates were built with consideration for the Chinese Yi 
(notation: for the traditional Chinese feng shui as a fortune-telling technique, 
basically containing nine sections and eight implications). There are a total 
of nine open gates and eight closed gates. The Tongyuan Gate (si) was used 
for a land connection, not for the formation of riparian space, and the eight 
closed gates are not meant for practical use, so those two cases are not 
included in our study. The remaining eight gates, even after undergoing 
repair and reinforcement since their construction, did not show any changes 
in location or use, which meant that there was no change in their spatial 
form (Figure2.5). 
Docks: With the opening of the port and the export of capital, the shipping 
industry along the Three Gorges and the change on the piers were but also 
greatly stimulated. A ship transport system with Chongqing as the hub was 
taking shape, making Chongqing the modern waterway transportation 
center in Southwest of China. As indicated by Table 2.1, except for sg, the 
rest of the piers were built at different times before 1891, and they remained 
unchanged in their number, distribution, and use during this period.  
Roads: “At the beginning of the century, there was no artificial road in Old 
Town, and the roads to connect the dock were all the natural paths.” In this 
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Figure 2.4 The Qing Dynasty Map of Chongqing 
        
Figure 2.5 Evolvement in the Type of the riparian space in  
the Initial Period of Qing Dynasty 
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period, the gates were the only channels for transporting everyday material 
and means of production in and out of town, and they were limited to the 
natural paths that connected the docks with gates. 
Overall, the riparian spaces in this period were all in an enclosed state, 
whether they were fully-immersed or not immersed. Specifically, sb was 
classified as type A1. Combined with the historical background of the first 
phase described in 2.1, it is clear that the engineering technology was 
relatively backward, and the riparian space during this period had docks 
that were mostly shaped from natural use. Additionally, according to the 
layout, more gates could be found along the shoreline of the Yangtze River 
than the Jialing River. Nevertheless, in this period, the Jialing River, which 
only had two riparian spaces, also received new docks. 
 
2) The late period of Qing Dynasty（清末の晩期） (1901-1912) 
From 1901 onwards, Chongqing Chamber of Commerce built the first 
transport pier in the coast of Taping Gate - Taiping Front Pier, opened the 
curtain of Chongqing in construction and renovation of piers. Based on the 
resolution made by the Chamber of Commerce, the preparation for the 
construction of the city required the expansion of the downtown area, and 
the riparian construction to expand the working scope of the piers. 
Chongqing municipal government gradually dismantled the walls along the 
river-side space, followed by the transformation of the natural slope of the 
terrain, and regulating the business scope of piers, so that transport goods to 
different destinations were fixed to the dock marina of waters by the 
different types. Before opening of the port, the value of foreign goods 
imported was 156,000 Liang in 1875, and in 1911, this figure went up to 19 
million Liang, an increase of 121.8 times. The rapid increase in the shipping 
supplies and development of Chongqing modern history were synchronized 
in leaping forward. Second only to Shanghai, Tianjin and Wuhan, Chongqing 
in the period had become the fourth largest sales center of foreign goods 
(Figure2.6). 
Gates: The rapid development of shore shipping space came with a lot of 
changes on urban planning in Chongqing, but this change was limited to the 
marina in the riparian space. Those 17 city gates (9 opened and 8 closed) that 
had been built in the Ming Dynasty remained unchanged in that period. At 
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Figure 2.6 Evolvement in the Type of the riparian space in  
the Late Period of Qing Dynasty 
 
the time gates connected between the walls had been demolished for the 
future development of the city to pave the way for traffic construction. 
Docks: In the feudal society with low productivity and technology being left 
behind, the city's renowned for its special geographical environment, which, 
since ancient times, allowed many of the shore piers to be built in the form of 
the natural slope. After the opening, foreign vessels gradually increased. 
Narrow gates became difficulties in cargo loading and unloading operation 
and poor access. Apparently, it was difficult to meet the growing needs for 
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the opening maritime port. The construction of Taiping Front Pier marked 
the shore shipping of Chongqing into a new era. 
Roads: Before 1927, within the city of Chongqing, the roads used to 
connect gates and piers were all naturally shaped. As a result of the removal 
of the gates and the institution of “Interim Measures for Tidy Streets in 
Chongqing Commercial Port” by the local government, the roads that had 
connected local ports through the old gates were gradually turned into direct 
connections between the docks and the town. 
The construction and renovation of piers, along with the initial 
implementation of the municipal building from scratch, laid a foundation to 
the modern city of Chongqing, also working to create the conditions for the 
further prosperity of the local trade and industry. The local urban 
construction process was also improved by the development of the riparian 
space, and this urbanization brought about structural changes to the 
riparian space. We can see that the removal of gates affected the riparian 
space in terms of plane type, which concerted from the enclosed type in the 
last period into the open type, and that changes to road form also occurred. 
The demolished walls made it possible for all roads to be connected along the 
shore. Compared with the beginning of the late Qing Dynasty, the form of the 
riparian space became more diversified and interesting. 
 
3) The period of Alternate Capital（副首都時期） (1937-1946)  
After the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War, the Nationalist government 
moved to Chongqing in November 1937, and the government, along with 
military authorities, looked to set up their offices in Chongqing. With the 
westward movement of the country's political center, the economic center 
also gradually moved to Chongqing. Of all 400 factories and mines that were 
ordered to move into the city, more than half of them moved to the suburbs of 
Chongqing and the nearby regions. Benefited from this, the local mining and 
transportation industries saw a rapid development. People also moved to 
Chongqing to avoid the disaster of war. According to the statistics of local 
origin accounts, Chongqing had a population of 470,000 people in 1937, and 
until the end of 1946, the figure surged to 1.24 million. Nation's industrial, 
commercial, financial, transportation and other economic management 
agencies, all gradually moved to this inland area; education, culture, science 
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Figure 2.7 Evolvement in the Type of the riparian space in  
the Period of Alternate Capital 
 
and technology, as well as health, sports and many other institutions also 
followed the steps. In particular, for the establishment of a wartime capital, 
foreign embassies, news organizations, aiding groups to China all found 
their ways to the mountain city, resulting in a rapid growth in local 
population. Surge in demand for capital goods and consumer goods 
stimulated the local commercial prosperity, leading to the consolidation and 
expansion of the city as the commercial center. As a spotlight, it stimulated 
the development of the riparian space. 
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Gates: In the second period, all the local gates were demolished and no 
new gates were added, so the spatial change remained unchanged in the 
third period. 
Docks: Chongqing is located in an inland basin, which is inconvenient for 
land transport. It relies on river transport to complete ship most materials, 
as shown in Table 2.1. In this period, eight special docks, including sa2 and 
sb1, were built, reconstructed, or expanded; seven transportation docks, 
including sb3 and sb4, were built or expanded; and seven commercial docks, 
including sd1 and sd2, were expanded. 
Roads: The efforts in the previous period combined with factors such as the 
National Government’s migration to Chongqing created a great expansion of 
roads in the city, which was accompanied by alterations of the roads that 
connected the docks. In this period, these roads were basically completed or 
improved. 
 The rapid development of Chongqing City resulted in the unprecedented 
prosperity of transport industry, which was dominated by inland water 
transport, and the city saw a dramatic increase in the number of terminals. 
The terminal facilities were expanded by changing their functions from  
 
Figure 2.8 Construction of Spatial Pattern 
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clearing traffic or some other special purpose to integrating transport, 
private, and commercial applications. The roads connecting the terminals 
were converted from natural roads to artificial roads to improve the delivery 
of goods, and the original enclosed types were changed to open or semi-open 
types. In short, dramatic changes occurred to port spaces during this period: 
sa became B; sb became C; se and sh became C2; sf became B2; sg began as 
C2 and then later changed to C1. Based on the existing types, another part 
or the newly-added port space joined in the semi-closed type. It can be 
analyzed: the space had become diversified in this period, and all space types 
emerged during this period. Meanwhile, the shoreline roads were improved 
or updated. New dock forms were implemented and all dock types appeared 
in this period. When considering the development in terms of the layout of 
the two rivers, the Yangtze River and Jialing River were developed in a 
balanced manner (Figure 2.7). 
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2.4 Summary 
 
On the basis of the comprehensive accounts of the changes that 
contributed to the evolution of the riparian space of Chongqing and the social 
background of these changes, the history of the riparian space was divided 
into four phases. The space forms of the riparian space during each phase 
were classified according to the space types shown in Figure 2.3 and the 
transition types shown in Figure2.5 and Figure2.6- Figure2.7, and the entire 
transition process encompassing these four phases was established 
(Figure2.8).A classification of each period and conclusions are provided 
below: 
1). At the beginning of the late Qing Dynasty, Chongqing was opened to 
connect the outside world with more communication and goods transporting. 
Nonetheless, the riparian space at the time was still in a natural style from 
the Chinese feudal formation. Due to the historical background, the space 
was sealed only to be called as the infancy of the space in Chongqing.Jialing 
River was relatively behind that of the Yangtze River. It is likely that this 
was due to the fact that the national economy mainly depended on the 
spatial distribution of terminals along the Yangtze River. 
2). At the late Qing Dynasty, the development from the opening of the port 
to the year of 1900 ushered in a new phase. Chongqing's riparian space in 
that period become the materials storage and transportation destination and 
the largest market for exchange of commodities in the upper reaches of the 
Yangtze River. Socio-economic status and background made a difference in 
the spatial form. The Yangtze River is known for its shoreline length and the 
number of piers along the shore, making it a center of the trade in the shore 
region of Chongqing. This is the period for the formation of the riparian 
space of Chongqing. 
3). At the period of Alternate Capital, From 1937, when the provisional 
capital was established, to 1946, spatial forms based on the previous period’s 
changes were further upgraded thanks to the ten-year period that the 
government inhabited Chongqing. The riparian space form developed along 
both open and semi-open patterns, while the riparian’s spatial form along 
both rivers was highlighted with dramatic changes, resulting in the rapid 
development of the riparian space. This period represents the climax of the 
riparian space of Chongqing. 
34 
 
References 
 
1) Poetry（詩）: Shu Dao Nan, LI Bai (Tang Dynasty) 
2) Chen, Y. Y., Zhang, M. and Zhang, C.Y.(2009) Research on Planning for the 
Use of Chongqing Shoreline Area. China Water Transport, NO.6,70~74. 
3)Deng, X.(2005) The Old Gates of Chongqing and the Culture with Piers . 
Chongqing Normal University ,NO.1,61~66. 
4)Deng, X.(2007) Old Piers of Chongqing. Chongqing Social 
Sciences,NO.9,121~125. 
5)Fang ,G.Y.(1987) Textual History and Geography of Southwest China . 
Chung Hwa Book Co., Sichuan,1310pp. 
6)Wei, Y.T.(1991) Modern History of Chongqing City. Sichuan University 
Press ,Sichuan, 356pp. 
7)Zhou, Y.(2002) History of Chongqing: Modern History. Chongqing 
Publishing House, Chongqing, 6750pp. 
  
35 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 Composition and Characteristics of Riparian Space 
in Early Period when the Port was Opened  
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3.1 Introduction 
 
The Expanded Chongqing with Full-map ( 増広重慶地興全図 )is a 
well-maintained ancient city map recording most details of Chongqing 
during the late Qing Dynasty in relation to urban geography, history, culture, 
and other fields, which is of great significance and value for research 
investigations. Such a map depicts an ancient period academically known as 
the early opening of Chongqing Port at the beginning of the modern history 
era of Chongqing 1). 
Chongqing City was southwest China's vital military, political, and 
economic center because of its riparian location and its port, which led to its 
economic and cultural growth. The composition and characteristics of such a 
riparian space embody the very essence of Chongqing and its history, 
geography, socioeconomics, culture, and ideology2).However, in 1891, 
Chongqing Port was opened, wherein the city gate was gradually removed 
and the port was restructured; the original nature of the port city as well as 
the composition and characteristics of the riparian space gradually changed 
and then disappeared 3). An investigative study into the composition and 
characteristics of the riparian space of Chongqing Port at its early opening is 
an important prerequisite for understanding the previous social, cultural, 
and ideological changes prior to the opening of Chongqing Port. Furthermore, 
it also offers the potential to serve as a cultural basis for the construction of 
modern ports. 
Previous studies of the riparian space of Chongqing have focused on the 
Chongqing’s Riparian Space Change Process during 1890–1949 4), the Land 
Use of Chongqing’s Riparian Space5), the Nature of Chongqing Port6),the 
Architectural Forms along Chongqing’s Riparian Space7), and the 
Architectural History of Riparian Space 8).In addition, in the Chongqing Port 
Blog, there exists a description related to Chongqing’s riparian space, 
including information about spatial topography and the distribution of piers. 
However, to date, no research or analysis about the composition and 
characteristics of Chongqing’s riparian space at its early opening has been 
reported. The present study, based on the context of the time, uses the 
Expanded Chongqing with Full-map as the basis to gain deeper insights into, 
and restore, the spatial composition and characteristics of Chongqing’s 
riparian space at its early opening, and to analyze the causes and 
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implications related to social, cultural, and ideological aspects. 
 
3.2 Expanded Chongqing with Full-map and Related Objects Researched 
 
Based on the Full-map of the Chongqing Government(重慶府治全図), 
which was developed by Zhang Yunxuan, the Expanded Chongqing with 
Full-map was expanded and completed in a wood carving by Liu Ziru, a 
native of Qijiang, Chongqing, in the 24th year of Qing Guangxu (清・光緒皇
帝) (1898), whose original wood-carved map was 151.5 cm long and 85.5 cm 
wide. The map reflected the “Nine Palaces and Eight Diagrams” of Chinese 
geomantic Feng shui thought1).The original wood-carved map was damaged 
while the printed one, although it is the only remaining completed map, is 
full of ambiguities in appearance and writings 1). In the present paper, the 
repaired images of the original printed map are applied as the basis for the 
study(Figure3.1-3.2). In the map, there are a total of 17 gates divided into 9 
“open gates” (開門)and 8 “closed gates” (閉門). As the Tongyuan Gate, which 
is one of the open gates, is not located next to the river and the 8 closed gates 
do not actually open to a riparian space5), they are not included in the 
analyzed objects in the present study. Chongqing’s riparian space originates 
from the converged valley of two rivers, the Yangtze River and the Jialing 
River. Its city gates (open gates), piers, and buildings form 8 regions, namely, 
the CTZone (converged valley of two rivers) (合流流域), DSZone, TPZone, 
CQZone, JZZone, NJZone (Yangtze River) (長江流域), QSZone, and LJZone 
(Jialing River) (嘉陵江流域) (Figure 3.3). 
 
3.3 Research Methods 
 
3.3.1 Literature Survey 
 
From April 2010 to February 2011, a total of 3 surveys were conducted in the 
Chongqing Library and Chongqing Archives, and at the Historical Geography 
College of Southwest University to collect information and data regarding 
Chongqing’s ancient culture and geography; the sources of this information 
include port blogs, architectural cultures, and water conservancy blogs. 
Proceedings, professional journals, and relevant published works on Chongqing’s 
riparian space were collected as reference supplementary material. Due to the 
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limitations of the gathered information, to  create a correct and complete  map 
for the orientation of city gates, the distribution of piers, and the location of 
buildings1), we have also used historical documents and information. 
 
3.3.2 Analytical Methods 
 
 1) Based on the Expanded Chongqing with Full-map, the survey data and 
classification references (see below), the relevant data of city gates, piers, 
and buildings are summarized in Figure 3.4 and Table3.1-3.3. 
 2) Based on 1), the size, distribution, and types of buildings were analyzed 
in accordance with the converged valley of two rivers, the Yangtze River and 
the Jialing River. 
 3) Based on 2), the levels of Chongqing’s riparian space were analyzed. The 
linking and composition characteristics of levels are analyzed and the related 
cultural thoughts are presented. 
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Figure 3.1 Expanded Chongqing with Full-map 
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Figure 3.2  The Early Opening of Chongqing  
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Figure 3.3 Distributions of 8 Zones in the Riparian Space 
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Figure 3.4 Layouts and Classification of the Riparian Spatial  
Composition Elements 
Figure 3.5 The Riparian Space of CTZone  
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3.4 Composition and Characteristics of Riparian Space 
 
The CTZone along the converged valley of the two rivers, formed due to the 
shapes of mountains and water, contains 1 open gate and 6 piers. In the 
DSZone, TPZone, CQZone, JZZone, and NJZone areas along the Yangtze 
River, there are a total of 5 open gates and 10 piers. In the QSZone and 
LJZone areas along the Jialing River there are a total of 2 city gates and 7 
piers. Buildings are scattered in various areas of the riparian space. City 
gates, piers, buildings, and the overall riparian space are analyzed in the 
following sections. 
 
3.4.1 City gates 
 
A city gate consists of three parts: the city platform(城台), the city tower(城
楼), and the portal(洞門). The size of a city gate would be determined by the 
number of towers, of which the 1st floor would be single story(単檐), the 2nd 
floor would be two-storied(重檐), and the 3rd would be three-storied(三檐). In 
addition, some city gates would also be provided with an auxiliary guard 
building(甕城). In Table 3.1, the city gates are sorted according to the 
number of stories (Figure 3.4) and their orientation, the availability and 
orientation of the subsidiary guard buildings, and the direction of both story 
and auxiliary guarding buildings with respect to the rivers. 
The Chaotian Gate (朝天門)of the CTZone faces north and it has a 
three-storied tower, while its size and grade are the highest among all gates. 
(Figure 3.5) This city gate is provided with an auxiliary guard building 
towards the east, which is set against the city gates at a right angle, and in 
this formation, the direction into or out from the city can be changed via the 
route between the city gate and the said guard building. There are five open 
gates along the Yangtze River; the Taiping Gate (太平門) in the TPZone faces 
south and its auxiliary guard building is towards the southwest, the Chuqi 
Gate in the CQZone faces south and its auxiliary guard building is towards 
the west, and the Nanji Gate in the NJZone faces south and its auxiliary 
guard building is towards the west. The towers of all these three Gates are 
two-storied while their auxiliary guard buildings are situated at a tangent 
without direct connection to the rivers, and the routes into and out from the 
city can be switched in direction. The Dongshui Gate (東水門) in the DSZone 
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faces east and the Jinzi Gate (金紫門) in the JZZone faces south(Figure 3.6). 
These two Gates have a single story tower without any auxiliary guard 
buildings. For the gates along the Jialinjiang River, the Qiansi Gate (千厮門) 
in the QSZone faces north and its auxiliary guard building faces west, and its 
tower is two-storied while the paths in and out of the city can be switched in 
direction depending on the route. The Linjiang Gate (臨江門) in the LJZone 
has a two-storied tower, and both the city gate and the auxiliary guard 
building face north, while the path in and out of the city is a straight route 
without any switching routes. 
Considering a holistic point of view, “Nine Palaces & Eight Diagrams” (九
宮八卦) is one of the moral traditional Chinese Feng shui since nine open 
gates would mean “Nine Palaces” (九宮) and eight closed gates would mean 
“Eight Diagrams” (八卦)9)10).The direction of the city gates presents an 
irregular distribution towards the rivers. These two aspects show that city 
gates would have been constructed based on geological Feng shui and 
topographical features. Apart for the Dongshui Gate and Jinzi Gate, all gates 
are two-storied with auxiliary guard buildings that are constructed to hide 
the relevant gate in a military defense role11), reflecting the military nature 
of Chongqing’s riparian space. Considering the special nature of the view, the 
largest scaled building is that of the Chaotian Gate which was built in the 
early years of the Ming Dynasty, whose city gate faces Nanjing, the capital 
city during this era(Figure 3.7). The senior officials of the court would meet at 
the Gate, reflecting the political background of the traditional Chinese 
thinking, “Great King First.” (天朝至上) Although the Dongshui Gate was 
located near water, its narrow gate was a stronghold for easy defense. For the 
Jinzi Gate next to the Chuqi Gate (儲奇門), its functions were subordinated 
to the Chuqi Gate; therefore, these two Gates are small in size and have 
single story towers without any auxiliary guard buildings. Linjiang Gate was 
situated away from the rivers on high land for easy defense, and there was no 
suggestion of the location of an auxiliary guard building or switching of the 
route direction through the city. 
To summarize, the city gates were arranged along the riparian space in a 
manner that is not structured in the traditional Chinese “symmetry of axis,” 
(軸線対称) but in an irregular nature to include the traditional Chinese 
intention of “impregnable fortress” (金湯城池)of “Nine Palaces and Eight 
Diagrams” involved in Feng shui. 
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Figure 3.6 The Gate of Dongshui 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.7 The Ruin of Chaotian Gate(1940s) 
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Table 3.1 Composition Elements and Pro-forma Statistics of City Gates 
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3.4.2 Piers 
 
Due to its natural topography, Chongqing Port functioned as a commercial 
river port(商業港)6). Based on the Expanded Chongqing with Full-map aided 
by the pier-related historical documents, we calculated that there were 23 
piers along the riparian space. The types of piers are determined by their 
relationship with the rivers and the revetment forms12). According to 
research on Chongqing’s Pier Types4), Chongqing’s piers are divided into the 
following types: (1) not-immersed(不入水型)digging type(掘り込み式)and 
by-shore type(岸沿い式), (2) half-immersed (半入水型)by-shore type(岸沿い
式), and  (3) (全入水型)fully immersed jetty type（突堤式）and by-shore 
type(岸沿い式). Furthermore, the revetments have been divided into slope 
types (斜面式 )and vertical types(直立式 ) (Figure 3.4). The piers are 
classified in Table 3.2 based on the terminal regions, types, and revetment 
sections. 
Six piers along the CTZone accounted for nearly 30% of Chongqing’s piers. 
The CT4 route is opposite to the exit direction of the city (Figure 3.8), and its 
piers, half-immersed by-shore types, were the largest among all regions. CT1, 
CT2, and CT3 were distributed to the left of CT4, and these were also 
half-immersed by-shore piers. The revetments of all the piers in this region 
were slope-type. On the right-hand side of CT4, CT5, and CT6 were fully 
immersed digging type and by-shore type piers. The revetments of all piers in 
this region were slope-type. For those along the Yangtze River, the 
out-direction of each city gate faced towards a large regional pier and, if other 
piers were available, small-sized piers (小型埠頭)would be located around the 
large piers(大型埠頭). With respect to the types, all types of DS1 and NJ1 
were either fully immersed jetty types or not-immersed digging types, and 
the remaining eight piers were half-immersed by-shore type. All types of 
revetments were slope-type except for that of DS1 and NJ1 (Figure 3.9). For 
those along the Jialing River, the out-direction of the city was connected 
linearly to the large pier and the remaining small piers were located at the 
two terminals of the large pier. QS1 and LJ3 were the not-immersed by-shore 
type and the fully immersed by-shore type, respectively, while the remaining 
five piers were half-immersed by-shore types. Apart for that of QS1, all other 
types of revetments were slope-type. 
From a holistic viewpoint, a pier of by-shore type would be suitable for a 
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river port13), because it requires less amount of engineering and has broad 
land territory. Chongqing’s revetment along its riparian space existed mainly 
in an irregular slope-type, based on mainly piers of half-immersed by-shore 
type that would be in line with the characteristics of Chongqing, a river port. 
The out-direction of the city is opposite to the largest pier, which was the 
main channel, and the other piers were located at the two terminals of the 
large pier to serve as secondary routes either in or out of the city. Influenced 
by the terrain conditions and the Chinese traditional cultural “valuable 
middle,” the largest pier would always be located exactly towards the city 
gate with small piers located at either side. Considering the special nature of 
the view, there would be a small number of vertical revetments 
corresponding to a small number of piers.The riparian space of the Yangtze 
River with its broad land territory and more moderate speed of river flow 
would be more appropriate for the setting of piers as compared to the Jialing 
River. Therefore, each region along the Jialing River would have three or 
more piers while some areas along the Yangtze River contained only one city 
gate, such as in the TPZone, CQZone, and JZZone areas. 
To summarize, the piers would be set along the riparian space according to 
the related terrain. This reflects the fact that people adhered to the highly 
respected traditional cultural ideological thinking of “valuable middle” (以中
為貴 ) even when circumstances were limited by the natural terrain 
conditions. 
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Figure 3.8 The Pier of CTZone  
   
Figure 3.9 The Road of NJZone 
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Table 3.2 Composition Elements and Pro-forma Statistics of Pier
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3.4.3 Buildings 
  
Chongqing’s riparian sloping terrain determines the level of scattering of 
the buildings 8) (Figure 3.10). Such a terrain can be divided into plane-types 
(平地式)and slope-types(斜面式) 14). According to the Expanded Chongqing 
with Full-map and the Chongqing Architectural Blogs, buildings could be 
divided into three types—shops(店舗), dwellings(民居), and temples(寺
院)—while building materials consisted of wood (木材)and masonry (石)7). 
The buildings in Table 3.3 are sorted according to building materials, 
construction types, and the corresponding terrain types(Figure 3.4). 
We now consider the plane terrain. CTZone’s dwelling buildings would 
converge around gates and water while temples would be located around the 
gates and central places. Along the Yangtze River, except for the NJZone with 
dwelling buildings and the TPZone with store buildings, the rest of the 
buildings were temples located in the central area. Along the Jialing River, 
there were no dwelling buildings but woodwork shops built around water, 
masonry shops built around gates, and temples built around gates and 
central places. 
We now consider the sloping terrain. CTZone’s dwelling buildings would be 
distributed around the gates and water while woodwork shops would be 
located around water only, and there was no indication to suggest temples 
were built in the region. Along the Yangtze River, dwelling buildings would 
be converged around the gates and water while shops (except in the NJZone) 
would be converged around water, and there was no temple in the region 
(Figure 3.11). Along the Jialing River, dwelling buildings would be converged 
around the gates and water; only partial dwelling buildings of the LJZone 
would be located in the central places; and woodwork shops would be located 
around the gates and water. There were no temples in the region. 
The distribution of buildings at Chongqing’s riparian space has been 
characterized by the following features: dwelling buildings made of wood 
would be situated on the sloping terrains around the gates and water 
areas,and individual buildings were located at the central places of the 
sloping terrain. Woodwork shops would be located mainly on the sloping 
terrain around water and some were located around gates. Masonry stores 
would be located at ground terrain around the gates while masonry temples 
would only be located at ground terrain in the central places around gates. 
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Figure 3.10 The Buildings of NJZone 
Figure 3.11 The Buildings of CTZone 
53 
 
  
Table 3.3 Composition Elements and Pro-forma Statistics of Building
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Along Chongqing’s coast, buildings appeared mostly to be low-cost fence-style 
that were suitable for construction on slopes to provide maneuverability or 
demolition 15). Such types of construction in Chongqing have been illustrated 
by the distribution characteristics of dwellings and shops along Chongqing’s 
riparian space. Among the riparian residents in Chongqing, 82% of the 
population had religious beliefs and they would often go to the temples to 
pray for safety and to be blessed with happiness16). These temples were built 
of stones, and would not be located around water but would be built on a few 
riparian plains; the cost and size of such temples would be greater than that 
for dwellings and shops, reflecting the religious tendencies of residents along 
the coast. 
In summary, various riparian buildings were regularly distributed along 
the riparian space; temples would be built on the highest level and dwellings 
on the lowest level, indicating that the religious culture strongly influenced 
the grading of riparian construction. 
 
 
3.4.4 Overall Spatial Composition Characteristics 
  
The comprehensive analysis of the composition and characteristics of 
Chongqing’s riparian space, including the plains, slopes, river sections, and 
the buildings with corresponding spatial factors, is summarized in Figure 
3.12. 
Chongqing’s riparian space was divided into three areas. The first spatial 
area in the sloping terrain and plane terrain had various forms of piers, 
wooden dwellings, and shops, which had the minimum vertical height. These 
building would be centered on a large pier with other types of piers (if any) 
located at both its terminals. The second area comprises temples located on 
plane terrain or a small number of dwellings located on sloping terrains, 
which are of medium height. From our analysis, we infer that such space was 
valuable and scarce along the coast and it was used for constructing 
buildings held in high honor to surround a temple. The third area is mixed, 
with dwellings and woodwork shops on sloping terrains, a small number of 
temples, masonry shops, dwellings and woodwork shops on plane terrains 
and various forms of city gates, all of which have the maximum height, and 
gates in various forms would be constructed in the middle while the 
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Figure 3.12 overall Composition of Riparian Space 
 
remaining composition elements would be scattered at the two terminals. 
Looking at these three spaces together, we can see that the city gates and the 
large pier are linked directly as a main transportation route throughout the 
whole riparian space while there are secondary lines distributed at both 
terminals of the large pier, which would pass the first dwellings and shops of 
the first space and then meet the major route. 
To summarize, based on the social background, with respect to the early 
opening of Chongqing’s riparian space, its first space was developed as piers, 
which were used for transportation and commercial purposes, on the rivers. 
56 
 
Thus, the economic role of piers in the riparian space was fixed and the 
Chinese cultural ideological “valuable middle” was reflected in the social 
status. The second space was developed at the center, which surrounded the 
temples, which were the core. With regard to Chongqing in the late Qing 
Dynasty, when the Chinese feudal culture is thought to have ruled over the 
riparian residents, places of worship, i.e., temples, were revered and were 
constructed on the precious few pieces of plane land along the riparian space. 
All these factors reflect that religious thought occupies its own cultural 
status. The third space was developed to surround the gates as the core and 
direct people in or out of the city through the gates. In this aspect, the gates 
played their role in the transition between the city and the riparian space 
and served to transport people to the riparian space. Furthermore, the 
arrangement and configuration of gates also reflect the moral meaning of 
“Nine Palaces and Eight Diagrams” of Chinese geomantic cultural thought. 
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3.5 Summary 
  
Taking related literatures for reference, the present paper, based on the 
Expanded Chongqing with Full-map, has analyzed and inspected the 
composition of Chongqing’s riparian space. It is clearly shown that the 
riparian space of Chongqing Port at its early opening was developed based on 
gates, piers, and buildings to form three-level spaces developed to surround 
the piers, temples, and center gates, which were all linked directly by a 
linear route. The location and orientation of the objects embody the military 
nature of the riparian space, the “Nine Palaces and Eight Diagrams” (九宮八
卦)of Chinese geomantic Feng shui thought, the traditional Chinese cultural 
thought “valuable middle,” (以中為貴)and the religious culture(宗教文化).  
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4.1 Introduction 
 
As part of an architectural complex, ancient Chinese city gates were not 
only important component parts of a city’s defense system but also the only 
passage linking the enclosed city’s interior and the surrounding exterior 
space of the city gate (hereafter referred to as the SES). The SESs of cities 
was controlled by city gates. These gates were the main passageway for 
citizens to enter and exit cities, and to participate in commercial activities 
and cultural communications. Exterior city space absorbed and integrated 
traditional Chinese culture during the construction and development process, 
and are therefore one of the spaces that represent traditional Chinese 
culture. 1) 
The period of the late Qing Dynasty was the critical point of Chongqing 
City’s transition from a feudal society to a contemporary society. The city’s 
features represent and preserve traditional Chinese culture completely.2) As 
an inland southwestern county-level city, Chongqing City had 17 gates, 
largely surpassing the normal amount.3) The city’s SES controlled by city 
gates was the most active space in the aspects of commerce, trade, economy, 
and regional and city customs, politics, and culture.4) Because of the 
difference of terrain and the water area, the functions and features 
manifested in the city’s SES were separated and abundant, which was rare 
in traditional imperialistic Chinese cities. However, since Chongqing opened 
its commercial market to the outside in 1898, during a period of city 
planning and construction that was undertaken without theoretical basis, 
the city gates, roads outside of the city, and buildings were gradually 
dismantled and transformed. The SES of the city gate of Chongqing, which 
embodies the traditional Chinese culture, had mostly disappeared with the 
modernization of the space. Against such a background, it is extremely 
urgent that the constitution, functions, and features of the SES of Chongqing 
City in the late Qing Dynasty and the ways it embodies the traditional 
Chinese culture be studied. This study can be deemed as part of the 
theoretical basis of modern Chongqing City planning and construction. It 
will play an active role in correctly renovating the city-gate relics, in 
reasonably developing the public space in this cultural region, and in 
protecting the historical and cultural heritage. Meanwhile, this study can be 
regarded as a reference case of a research project on large-scale ancient 
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Chinese city planning. 
The existing research included analysis of regional distribution,5) 
architectural type, materials, and arrangement form, 6) 7) 8) as well as the 
productive social forces,9) riparian trade,10) and terrain11) of the SES of 
Chongqing City. Further, analysis of the features of the riparian spaces of 
Chongqing City at the time the commercial port was first initiated was also 
condcuted.12) In this study, only some of the gates and the riparian space of 
Chongqing City were examined. A fundamental analysis of the complete area 
outside of the city conducted in a systemic way was not within the scope of 
this study. Furthermore, study on the influence on city planning in ancient 
China from aspects of Confucianism and Fengshui is also included, 13) 14) 
however, specific cultural explanation to Chongqing’s SES has never been 
conducted. This paper aims to clarify the relationship between the structural 
features of the SES of the 17 gates in Chongqing City in the late Qing 
Dynasty and ancient Chinese city planning theory, as well as the relevance 
between functions and distribution features of the SES and traditional 
Chinese culture. 
 
4.2 Overview of City Gates 
 
During the late Qing Dynasty, the 17 Chongqing City gates basically held 
the original appearance constructed by Dai Ding, the Chongqing Governor in 
1371 during the Ming Dynasty Hongwu Period. The design included the 9 
open gates (Chaotian Gate (C1 朝天), Dongshui Gate (Y3 東水), Taiping Gate 
(Y5 太平), Chuqi Gate (Y7 儲奇), Jinzi Gate (Y8 金紫), Nanji Gate (Y10 南紀), 
Tongyuan Gate (L12 通遠), Linjiang Gate (J14 臨江), and Qiansi Gate (J16 千
厮)) and the 8 closed gates (Cuiwei Gate (Y2 翠微), Taian Gate (Y4 太安), 
Renhe Gate (Y6 仁和), Fenghuang Gate (Y9 鳳凰), Jintang Gate (Y11 金湯), 
Dingyuan Gate (J13 定遠), Hongya Gate (J15 洪崖), and Xishui Gate(J17 西
水)). Open gates were the main passages to and from the city, whereas closed 
gates were not open for general cases. Most gates were dismantled in the 
1920s. The existent city gates include only Dongshui Gate, Tongyuan Gate, 
and Dingyuan Gate. In recent years, because of the continuously improving 
awareness of the value of protecting regional historical and cultural heritage, 
Chaotian Gate, Jintang Gate, and Hongya Gate also had their historical 
appearance restored (Table 4.1). 
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Table 4.1 Overview of City Gates 
 
Figure 4.1 Zone Distribution of City Gates
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Figure 4.2 Full Chongqing Prefecture Drawing 
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4.3 Research Methods 
 
4.3.1 Literature Search 
 
This paper takes the Full Chongqing Prefecture Drawing made by Zhang 
Yunxuan (1886) as the basis of drawing (hereinafter referred to as the 
drawing) (Figure4.2). Meanwhile, it refers to the Full Chongqing Prefecture 
Drawing by Guo Zhang (n.d.)18)and the Augmented Chongqing with 
Full-Map (Liu Ziru, 1898), 19) and takes the comprehensive information as 
the drawing reference. Therefore, during the period from July 2011 to March 
2012, research was conducted at the Chongqing Archives Administration, 
Urban Planning Research and Development Center of Chongqing City, and 
various libraries, on the related historical materials and data of population 
distribution as well as  inhabitant occupations, 20)and folk-custom geography, 
21)22)23) focusing on Chongqing City’s exterior area in 1886. 
 
4.3.2 The Research Zone  
 
Among the 17 city gates, only the L12 Gate is located in the “Land Zone, 
whereas the other 16 cty gates are situated on  the  riverbank. According to 
the different features of the gate-adjoining rivers,12) riverbank zones can be 
divided into the “Converging Zone,” the “Yangtze River Zone,” and the 
“Jialing River Zone.” Figure4.1 and Figures4.3-4.5 show the zone 
distribution of city gates and the scope of the city’s SES. 
 
4.3.3 Analytical Method 
 
First, based on the collected materials, this paper verifies, compares, and 
confirms the city’s SES described by the drawing. 24)Next, according to the 
distribution attributes of city gates, temples, wharfs, and bridges, an 
analysis on the constituting functions and features of the center space of the 
open gates and the closed gates is made. This analysis verifies the 
distribution features of the center space by combining information about the 
geographical conditions and the social background of the space. Then, by 
considering the population, occupational distribution, arrangement forms of 
inhabitant buildings, and complementary information from drawings and 
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historical materials at the affiliated space the functions and distribution 
features of four zones are explored. Last, the affiliated space is investigated 
considering the “implications”（寓意） and locations of the gods and deities of 
traditional Chinese culture. 
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Figure 4.3 The Converging and Land Zone and Center Space Pattern 
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Figure 4.4 The Yangtze River Zone 
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                  Figure 4.5 The Jialing River Zone 
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4.4 Constitution, Functions, and Features of SES 
 
Based on the research on the architectural city SES of Chongqing City6)  
and combining the information described by the drawings, it can be inferred 
that city gates, temples, wharfs, bridges, and inhabitant dwellings are the 
main elements constructing Chongqing City’s SES. Based on the analysis of 
regional distribution of the SES,5) 17 city gates link with rivers (or 
mountainous land) through the roads (or squares) in front of the gates. In 
Figure4.3, the area formed is the main passageway in and out of the city’s 
center. The left and right side of the space is the affiliated space. 
 
4.4.1 Center Space 
 
Taking an overall view of the whole drawing, the center space is divided 
into “gate-adjoining space,” areas adjacent to the city gate exits and 
entrances, and “river (or mountain)-adjoining space,” areas adjacent to rivers 
(mountainous region) (Figure4.3). Among them, the main elements include 
city gates, temples, wharfs, and bridges. According to the regions and the 
open and closed attributes of the 17 city gates, this paper analyzes the 
relative elements and distribution ways(Figure4.12). 
 
1) Open Gate Space 
 
The C1 Gate in the Converging Zone links the wharf of the river-adjoining 
space through the square of the gate-adjoining space in a straight line. The 
square is the only square of the whole Chongqing City SES. The open gates 
of the Yangtze River and the Jialing River (Y3 Gate, Y5 Gate, Y7 Gate, Y8 
Gate, Y10 Gate, J14 Gate, and J16 Gate) link with the wharfs of the 
river-adjoining space through the straight-line road of the gate-adjoining 
space. Only the road of the gate-adjoining space of the L12 Gate at the Land 
Zone is in the form of a curved line. The constitution features of the 9 open 
gates show that the gate-adjoining space did not have any architectural 
elements, and that all gates except the L12 Gate were located in a straight 
line with the wharfs of the river-adjoining space. 
Considering a holistic point of view, we can see that the gate-adjoining 
space is the core area for city inhabitants to pass in and out of the city. With 
71 
 
a large passenger flow rate, it was neither appropriate nor practical to set up 
any architectural elements. Wharfs at the river-adjoining space formed the 
center port of transportation and trade with the outside. All passengers and 
goods coming to and from Chongqing went ashore from the wharfs. Therefore, 
the gate-adjoining space and river-adjoining space had gathering and 
dispersing functions. Because of the lack of mechanical transportation 
conditions, in the late Qing Dynasty, 9) materials and commodities at the 
Converging Zone, Yangtze River Zone, and Jialing River Zone could only be 
delivered by hand. The straight line connection between city gates and 
wharfs assured the optimum efficiency and time of transport, which met the 
social and productive conditions. In terms of particularity, the whole city is 
at a commanding height and the sole land area is the undulating 
mountainous terrain around the city‘s exterior space. As a result of the 
terrain there, considering the large height difference, the road of the L12 
Gate could not be made in a straight-line at the SES, and, therefore, its road 
was linked with gates in a curve(Figure4.3-a and Figures4.6-4.8 ). The C1 
Gate is located at the eastern corner. “Chaotian” means “orientation to the 
emperor.” All the court officials coming to and leaving Chongqing were 
required to hold a memorial ceremony for the emperor at the gate-adjoining 
space. As the sacrifice activities require, the only square space of the entire 
city’s exterior area was located at the gate-adjoining space (Figure4.3-b and 
Figures4.9-4.10). 
 
2) Closed Gate Space 
 
Among the closed gates, the Y11Gate links the temple at the 
gate-adjoining space and the wharf at the river-adjoining space through a 
straight line of roads. The wharf is the only one amid the center space of all 
the closed gates. Moreover, the other 7 gates (the Y2 Gate, Y4 Gate, Y6 Gate, 
Y9 Gate, J13 Gate, J15 Gate, and J17 Gate) link with temples at the 
gate-adjoining space or bridges at the river-adjoining space in a straight 
line.24)The area comprised by the 8 closed gates shows that the gates and 
temples of the gate-adjoining space or the bridge of the river-adjoining space 
were at the same straight line. 
From a holistic viewpoint, we can see that the function of entering and 
leaving the city area of the 8 closed gates is affiliated with the adjacent open 
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gates. Thus, the gate-adjoining space of the closed gates could be arranged 
with buildings. As closed gates were only opened in case of fire or other 
emergencies, they were called “Fire Gates”（火門）by Chongqing citizens. In 
the late Qing Dynasty, the buildings in and out of the city were mostly made 
of wood, 7) which made the city vulnerable to fire disaster. Because of this 
danger, the symbolic patron saint temples were oriented toward the “Fire 
Gate” （火門）  (closed gate) in a straight line, which indicated the 
psychological comfort of inhabitants living along the bank(Figure4.11). The 
occupations of these inhabitants were related to commercial activities and 
transportation. Therefore, praying at temples for undertaking prosperity 
and plain sailing was the dominant religious cultural activity. Moreover, 
during traditional festivals, inhabitants along the bank held religious 
worship rituals for gods and ancestors. In this way, the gate-adjoining space 
in front of the closed gates was the space concentrated on religious cultural 
activities. In terms of particularity, the gate-adjoining space at the Y6 Gate 
and theY9 Gate was long and narrow and was surrounded by the left and 
right side of the mountainous area (Figure4.4-f, Figure4.4-e). The two sides 
at river-adjoining space were separated by a river. Because of the terrain, no 
temple was constructed at the gate-adjoining spaces of the two gates; instead, 
bridges were built at the river-adjoining space. The Y11 Gate was affiliated 
with the adjacent Y10 Gate, whose name came from the Xiao Ya of Book of 
Songs （詩経・小雅）“The torrential Han River and the Yangtze River govern 
the southern area,” as defined by the river governor. （滔滔汉江,南国之紀）21) 
The Y10 Gate is the confluence of water and land of the city’s exterior and 
the center of transportation, commerce, and trade. Because of its association 
with the Y10 Gate, the Y11Gate possessed the only wharf among all the 
closed gates (Figure4.4-W(g)). 
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Figure 4.6 The Gate of L12 (Outside the City) 
 
Figure 4.7 The Gate of L12 (Inside the City) 
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Figure 4.8 The Gate of L12 
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               Figure 4.9 The SES of C1 Gate 
 
Figure 4.10 The SES of C1 Gate(The Picture of an Ancient Town-Chongqing) 
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Figure 4.11 The SES of Y11 Gate 
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Figure 4.12 Features of the Constituting Pattern of the Center Space 
 
3) Features of the Center Space (Figure 4.12) 
 
As an important concept of Confucian thought, “the Golden Mean” （中庸
思想）had a far-reaching influence on ancient Chinese urbanization planning 
and construction. From the aspect of structuring feature, “the Golden Mean” 
represents compliance to a consciousness of space “respecting the central” 
（居中為尊）, and stresses harmony and the unity of the temporal and 
highlights the common features of different spaces for combination. 13) 
Governed by the notion of “respecting the central,”（居中為尊）most ancient 
Chinese cities were distributed in a form with central axis symmetry, to 
highlight the central axis. 15)Although irregular geographical conditions have 
caused the appearance of Chongqing City to be different from other 
traditional Chinese cities, and have made the SES of the 17 gates and 
Chongqing City irregular, the 17 gates are still located at the central line of 
the unsymmetrical SES. The gates are the core controlling the SES. Wharfs 
were the central ports of the SES, connecting the city to outside 
transportation and trade. Temples were placed in the SES for religious 
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activity. The bridges were the channels connecting the river bank areas. The 
four aspects were the most important constituting elements. All gates, except 
L12 Gate, were located at the same axis with respect to the wharfs, or 
temples, or bridges, which intensified the central axis of the SES. This 
placement reflects the “central” of special consciousness and meets the 
creation meaning of “respecting the central.” 
Moreover, the open-gate space was predominantly used for gathering and 
dispersing. The closed-gate space was used for religious and cultural 
activities. These spaces had different kinds of spatial forms; however, 
features of the open-gate space corresponded to the gate and the constituting 
elements (wharfs) in a straight line. Features of the closed-gate space also 
corresponded to the gate and constituting elements (temples or bridges) in a 
straight line. Although the open-gate and closed-gate spaces held different 
functions, they had the same constituting features and a consistent shape 
from the angle of the space where they were joined for the sake of unity, 
which served the concept of “the Golden Mean.” 
Therefore, in the center space, the central axis alignment of city gates and 
wharfs (temples or bridges), as well as the common constituting features of 
open–gate space and closed–gate space embodied the influence of 
Confucianism, namely, “the Golden Mean.” 
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4.4.2 Affiliated Space 
 
Based on the drawing, inhabitant buildings are the dominant elements 
constructing the affiliated space. Further, the occupation type of the 
inhabitants reflects the functionality of the region.25) Inhabitant buildings of 
the Chongqing City exterior parts during the late Qing Dynasty covered five 
arrangement forms (Figure4.13). 8) According to statistics of the drawing 
scrolls, there were 643 places of inhabitant buildings, wherein 529 places of 
inhabitant architecture formed 127 groups of arrangement forms, and the 
rest of the 114 places were undetermined. Considering the scope of the region 
and the affiliations of the city gates, the population as well as 
occupations,20)and 127 groups of arrangement forms of building distributions 
are shown in Figures4.14 and 4.15 
 
1) Converging Zone 
 
The inhabitants’ occupations at the Converging Zone were mostly related 
with official business (36%), and the amount of other types of occupation was 
small. The architectural arrangement form in this region occurred mostly in 
a front-and-back mode (50%). Since the Ming Dynasty, the zone functioned to 
support the necessary requirements of court officials landing in Chongqing 
and making obeisance to the emperor. The words of the Folk Songs of 
Chongqing, such as “the C1 Gate, a large wharf, meeting officials and 
emperors,（朝天門,大埠頭,迎官接圣）” also reflect such a function. Moreover, 
this zone had the only agent for dealing with official government business in 
the SES of Chongqing, the Official Welcoming Hall (Figure4.3-h). In a 
previous section, this study has explained the main reasons why the 
dominant occupations of inhabitants’ were associated with official political 
business and the zone had a mainly political function. The wharf at the 
center space is the largest wharf on the whole Chongqing bank 
(Figure4.3-W(i) and 4.16). The affiliated space on both sides of the wharf is a 
long and narrow vertical clinoform. Terrain conditions determined why the 
inhabitant buildings of the zone exist in front-and-back mode. 
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Figure 4.13 Arrangement Forms of Inhabitant Buildings 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.14Distribution Features of Inhabitants’ Occupation 
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 Figure 4.15 Distribution Features of Inhabitant Buildings 
 
 
 
Figure 4.16 The Stone Stair of C1(1940s) 
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2) The Yangtze River Zone 
 
The main occupation type of the inhabitants of the Yangtze River Zone was 
commerce (54%), with a lesser amount of agricultural occupations (5%). The 
arrangement form of buildings was mainly characterized by a left-and-right 
mode (53%). The zone had been a flourishing commercial place since the 
construction of Chongqing City. 22)Further, in the late Qing Dynasty, the book 
and cloth industries and medical materials stores and pawnshops gathered 
in the inner-city streets along the Yangtze River Zone, such as Menzheng 
Street, adjoining the Y10 Gate(Figure4.4-j and Figure4.17), and Yudai Street, 
next to the Y7Gate (Figure4.4-k), making this zone the center of commerce 
and trade in Chongqing City. Meanwhile, the western commercial ships 
sailed along the Yangtze River and entered into Chongqing for commercial 
trade through the Yangtze River Zone. 10) Because of historical reasons, and 
the city’s internal and external elements, most inhabitants of the Yangtze 
River Zone engaged in occupations relating to commerce, and the zone’s 
central function also was commerce. The riparian terrain was long and 
narrow (Figure4.4-l and Figure4.18), and thus, the arrangement form of 
buildings at this zone was characterized by a left-and-right mode. Under 
the influence of such terrain conditions, there was less wide-open land 
suitable for agricultural production, and inhabitants here engaged in fewer 
occupations related to agriculture. 
 
3) Land Zone 
 
The main occupation types in the Land Zone were religion-based 
(28%),with a lesser amount of commerce-related occupations (9%). Building 
distribution in this zone presented a scattered-points shape. In the late 
Qing Dynasty, the mountainous region of this zone was used as the burial 
ground for Chongqing City inhabitants (Figure4.3-d and Figure4.19). The 
Folk Songs of Chongqing, mention the “L12 Gate, with the echo of gongs and 
drums, witnessed burial ceremony,” which also suggest this function. In the 
late Qing Dynasty, before burying the dead in Chongqing, monks would 
chant sutras and release souls from purgatory. Out of this requirement, the 
inhabitants’ occupations in this zone were related to religion, and the zone 
served a religious function. The exterior area of the L12 Gate was 
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characterized by the undulating mountainous region. Here people were 
unable to construct buildings in an orderly arrangement on the mountainous 
terrain, and, therefore, a scattered-point architectural arrangement shape 
was formed. This zone approached to the burial ground and was regarded as 
an ominous place.23) With the influence of mountainous terrain, it was 
unbeneficial to any market of commercial trade. Therefore, it had the least 
number of inhabitants conducting commerce-related occupations. 
 
4) The Jialing River Zone 
 
The occupations of the inhabitants in the Jialing River Zone were mostly 
in the transportation industry (28%) and the agricultural industry (29%). 
Building distributions in this zone mainly displayed a complex form (32%). 
Due north of the Jialing River Zone was Jiangbei Zhen, a city that was 
affiliated with Chongqing (Figure4.20). As a result of the demand of crossing 
between Chongqing City and Jiangbei Zhen, inhabitants’ occupations in the 
Jialing River Zone were related to transportation, which is reflected in the 
transportation function of this zone. The Land Zone of the Jialing River Zone 
was wide and vast (Figure4.5-m), and the terrain was flatter than the other 
three zones.11)Vast and flatter terrain provided foundational conditions for 
agriculture in the zone; thus, most inhabitants of this zone engaged in 
agriculture, and the zone reflects the agricultural function. Under such 
terrain conditions, a more regular compound building arrangement form 
mostly existed. An enclosure paralleling pattern with more regularity 
occupied a small part of the whole affiliated space (4%), while 80% of which 
were located at this zone. 
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Figure 4.17 The Menzheng Street 
 
Figure 4.18 The Y5 of Yangtze River Zone 
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Figure 4.19 The Burial Ground of Land Zone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.20 The City of Jiangbei  
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Figure 4.21 Features of Constituting Pattern of the Center Space 
 
5)Features of the Affiliated Space(Figure4.21) 
 
As one of the most important definitions in Fengshui doctrine, after 
continuous perfecting, the “Four Gods”（四神相応）system formed the modes of 
the “Blue Dragon (青龍、river in the east),” the “Rosefinch (朱雀、pond in the 
south),” the “White Tiger (白虎、road in the west),” and “Tortoise (玄武、
mountain in the north).” Fengshui doctrine was widely used in the site 
location selection, planning, and construction of ancient Chinese cities.14) 
However, Chongqing was constructed during an ancient city expansion, and 
under the circumstance of its limited geographical environment; therefore, it 
failed to meet the demand of site selection of the “Four Gods.”  
Nevertheless, apart from the principle of city site selection in Fengshui 
doctrine, the represented implications of the “Four Gods” did influence the 
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functions of the four orientations of city planning and distribution. The Blue 
Dragon, as a Chinese totem, represents power, dignity, and honor. It is of the 
highest grade among the “Four Gods”; the “Rosefinch” implies halcyon days 
and the bringing in of wealth, treasure, and thriving businesses; the “White 
Tiger” represented fierceness, forcefulness, and aggression, generally used in 
military purposes; the “Tortoise” represents favorable weather, mostly used 
for praying for production and life. 16)17) 
The social hierarchical system was remarkably distinguished. Political 
status determined all situations. The gate of the Converging Zone in the east 
of Chongqing City was named Chaotian, and the square was built as a space 
of sacrifice to “dragons.”26) The rank of the Converging Zone, the center of 
political functions, was considered as higher ranking than other regions; 
thus, the implication of the Blue Dragon was embodied in the region. 
Starting from the construction of Chongqing City until the coming of 
Western merchant ships in the late Qing Dynasty, the Yangtze River Zone in 
the south was regarded as the center of commerce and trade; thus the 
implication of the “Rosefinch” was embodied in this zone.The L12 Gate, built 
in the Land Zone in the west part of the city in 1371 during the Ming 
Dynasty Hongwu Period mainly served as a place for military defense 
functions. With the replacement of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, until the 
late Qing Dynasty, no war broke out around Chongqing City. The military 
defense function dwindled gradually at the zone, and the zone gradually 
came to be used for religious functions. Therefore, this zone corresponded to 
the White Tiger in the western direction during the construction period. 
However, during the transition of times, this function changed. Agriculture is 
one of the main functions of the Jialing River Zone in the north. It is 
well-known that agricultural production is an industry that relies on climate 
and weather. This function distribution indicated that an implication of the 
Tortoise was the need to pray for a good harvest. Moreover, as a result of the 
influence of the natural geological environment and the need to cross the 
river, the transportation function was realized. 
Therefore, though Chongqing City failed to meet the requirement of the 
“Four Gods” for the Fengshui “land of treasure,（風水宝地）” the location and 
implications of the “Four Gods” influenced the distribution of functional 
features of the four regions. 
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4.5 Summary  
 
Based on the analysis and investigation of the SES formed by the 17 gates 
in Chongqing City in the late Qing Dynasty, the following conclusions were 
reached: 
(1) The gates of the 9 open-gate spaces among the 17 city gates, with the 
exception of the L12 Gate, were located at a central axis with the wharfs. 
Based on their openness, they were important channels into and out of the 
city as well as the gathering and dispersing center of the flow of humans and 
goods. The 8 closed-gate spaces located at the central axis with temples or 
bridges were used as the gathering places for religious cultural activities 
reflecting the psychological demand of the inhabitants living along the bank. 
(2) Though the irregular geographical conditions of Chongqing were 
different from other ancient Chinese cities, the idea of “the Golden Mean” 
still influenced the structuring form of the SES, that is, the central axis 
relation of the gates and wharfs (temples or bridges). The mutual integration 
of constituting features of the open-gate space and the closed-gate space also 
originates from this thought, which indirectly demonstrates that the notion 
of “the Golden Mean” was incorporated into the ancient Chinese city 
planning and construction theories. 
(3) The Converging Zone in the SES was the space used predominantly for 
political functions, which met the political requirements; the Yangtze River 
Zone was the space for commercial functions; which was jointly influenced by 
the historical, internal, and external factors of the city; the Land Zone was 
the space used mostly for religious functions, thus meeting the requirements 
of religious beliefs; the Jialing River Zone was the space for transportation 
and agriculture as a result of the influence of the river-crossing demands and 
the flat terrain. Moreover, the geographical conditions of the SES were the 
main factors influencing the arrangement forms of inhabitant buildings. 
(4) The locations and the implications of the “Four Gods” in traditional 
Chinese culture were also reflected in the functions and features of the four 
zones of the SES. Those functions and features showed signs of compliance to 
the protecting gods at the four locations, as well as the planners’ wishes and 
expectancy of good things in spirit, both for the city governors and the 
common inhabitants in the late Qing Dynasty. 
(5) The constituting features and function distribution displayed in the 
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SES of Chongqing in the late Qing Dynasty were restricted by natural 
geographical factors and were driven by agricultural production and human 
life. Moreover, they were deeply influenced by Confucianism, the “Four Gods” 
of traditional Chinese culture. 
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Chapter 5 Composition and Characteristics of Riparian Space 
in Alternate Capital Period 
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5.1 Introduction 
 
With the end of the Sino-Japanese War in 1945, the Nationalist government1) of 
China made a ten-year plan for the construction of an alternate capital in 
Chongqing (陪都十年建設計画草案、hereafter referred to as the draft plan)( Figure 
5.1). Formulated in 1946, the draft plan represented the first overall planning 
initiative and an important milestone in the history of the urban development of 
Chongqing 2). The period of the draft plan marked the transition of Chongqing 
from a “wartime capital”（戦時首都）to the “permanent alternate capital,（永久陪
都）” 3) and the beginning, in modern times, of the urban development of Chongqing 
4). 
Chongqing has always been the transport hub and economic and cultural center 
of southwest China, and became its political and military center as well when the 
Nationalist government moved its capital to Chongqing after the outbreak of the 
Sino-Japanese war in 1937 because of its location and riparian environment 5). 
Chongqing epitomizes urban development in southwest China, and its riparian 
space is a concentrated reflection of the political economy and regional culture of 
Chongqing 6)7). However, the riparian space of Chongqing has for the first time 
seen great changes as a result of the draft plan—in its traditional composition, 
natural environment, and physical characteristics, for example. Therefore, as the 
first step, this study will focus on the changes in the riparian space of Chongqing’s 
composition and characteristics, as well as the Nationalist government’s thinking 
about its draft plan. It can also serve as the basis for the riparian space of 
Chongqing construction now under way. 
The process of change in the riparian space8), the composition and 
characteristics of the space in the initial period, when the riparian was opened7), 
land utilization9), hydrological characteristics 10), wharf form11), nature of the 
riparian 12), riparian trade 13), and landform have been analyzed in previous 
riparian space studies 14). Moreover, the records of Chongqing provide summarized 
accounts of the state of riparian buildings, as well as a narrative of the cultural 
aspects of the draft plan 15). However, no comprehensive and systematic analysis 
on the research of the riparian space has been carried out in the draft plan. This 
study seeks to fill this research gap by examining the composition and 
characteristics of the riparian space, as shown in the draft plan, and investigating 
the riparian environment and historical background of Chongqing. 
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Figure 5.1Ten-year Draft Construction Plan of the Alternate Capital 
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5.2 The Summary of the Draft Plan 
 
The Nationalist government established the Construction Planning 
Commission of the Alternate Capital at the end of 1945, and finalized the draft 
plan in April 1946. The overall plan related to transportation, municipal 
administration, building construction, cultural education, etc required for the 
construction of the riparian space of Chongqing. The draft plan contains 16 
chapters—“General Remarks,” “The Building Code,” “Riparian Equipment,” “The 
Green Space System,” and so on. 
 
5.3 Research Object and Methods 
 
5.3.1 Research Object 
 
 After it was established as a city in 1927, Chongqing retained the ruins of the 
city gates and city walls. According to the draft plan, the area of the riparian space 
of Chongqing is the riparian space, which is the middle area from the ruins of city 
gates except Tongyuan Gate and city walls to the riverbanks16). Researchers state 
the riparian space was divided into the two-river intersection basin (CTZone), the 
Yangtze River basin (DSZone, TPZone, CQZone, JZZone, NJZone), and the Jialing 
River basin (QSZone, LJZone)9), as shown in Figure 5.2. Because of space 
constraints, this article contains an analysis of only three important components of 
the draft plan: buildings, wharves, and parks. 
 
5.3.2 Research Methods 
 
  Statistical data with a bearing on the study were collected from the draft plan as 
well as previous studies on the spatial layers of the coast, other classified data, and 
so on7)8)11). Table 1were constructed on the basis of these data. Next, the 
distribution and composition characteristics of the buildings, wharves, and parks 
in the riparian space were determined by a structural analysis of these 
components. The reason behind these characteristics was investigated based on 
the riparian landform and hydrologic condition of Chongqing. Finally, the 
composition of the overall riparian space and its characteristics were 
comprehensively analyzed against the historical background of the riparian space, 
the vision of the draft plan, and so on. 
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Figure 5.2 Regional Distribution of Riparian Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.3 Space Layer Distribution of Buildings, Wharves and Parks 
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5.4 Composition and Characteristics of the Riparian Space 
 
According to the explanation of distribution of the buildings, wharves and parks 
in the draft plan, and the previous studies of layers of the riparian space7)17), 
buildings exist in each of the three riparian space layers, all of the wharves are in 
the first layer of the riparian space, all of the parks are in the second layer of the 
riparian space (Figure 5.3). 
 
5.4.1 Buildings 
 
It was specified in the draft plan（P178）18) that there were eight types of 
buildings in the riparian space: memorial hall, monuments, temples, assembly 
halls19), stores, garrets, shacks, and the Diaojiaolou. The structures , materials and 
spatial layer of the buildings are shown in Table 5.1. 
The first layer: The two-river intersection basin is characterized by the wooden 
Diaojiaolou with the bundled structure and wooden shacks with walls made of 
bamboo rafters(Figure 5.4). The Yangtze River basin, with the same composition 
as the two-river intersection basin, has wooden stores with walls made of bamboo 
rafters in its DSZone, TPZone, CQZone, and JZZone. The Jialing River basin also 
has the same composition as the two-river intersection basin. The second layer: 
The two-river intersection basin is characterized by masonry stores and temple 
(Longtou), all stone-earth structures. The Yangtze River basin, with the same 
composition as the two-river intersection basin, has wooden shacks with walls 
made of bamboo rafters, masonry assembly halls (Fujian, Jiangxi, etc.), and 
garrets made of stone earth in its DSZone, TPZone, CQZone, and JZZone. The 
Jialing River basin also has the same composition as the two-river intersection 
basin. The  third layer: the two-river intersection basin is characterized by the 
Chaotian memorial hall(Figure 5.6 and Figure 5.7), and the Yangtze River basin 
by monuments (Dongshui, Taiping,etc.); the memorial hall and the monuments 
are reinforced-concrete structures. The Jialing River basin is similar to the 
Yangtze River basin in its composition characteristics; its Baolun temple, 
constructed with stone-earth masonry, is located in LJZone. 
The distribution characteristics of the riparian space of Chongqing buildings are 
as follows: The first layer of the riparian space mainly consists of the wooden 
Diaojiaolou and shacks, as well as a few stores. The second layer consists of a large 
number of masonry stores and temples, as well as a few wooden shacks, masonry 
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Table 5.1 Statistics of Types and Composition Elements of Buildings 
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Figure 5.4 The Buildings of First Layer 
Figure 5.5 Building Rating Classification 
 
Figure 5.6 The Chaotian Memorial Hall
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Figure 5.7 The Section Plane of Chaotian Memorial Hall
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                  Figure 5.8   The Monuments
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assembly halls and garrets. The third layer consists of a large number of 
monuments made by reinforced concrete, as well as few memorial hall made by 
reinforced concrete and masonry temples. 
It is evident from the hydrologic condition of the riparian space that its water 
level in the dry season is quite different from what it is in the rising flood stage 10). 
The waterside region is not suitable for permanent buildings. Wooden Diaojiaolou, 
shacks, and stores have the mobility required for momentary relocation15), so they 
are distributed in the first-layer riparian space. This feature of buildings in this 
layer satisfies the hydrologic conditions of rivers in Chongqing. In the draft plan, 
riparian buildings are classified according to their structure and materials used 
(Figure5.5). According to the plan（P183）, “The Diaojiaolou and shacks along the 
river are used by low-status building residents; it is inappropriate for them to be 
built near temples, assembly halls, or other medium buildings. It is forbidden to 
build inferior buildings around the advanced buildings commemorating the 
Sino-Japanese War .” This was the basis on which the riparian buildings, their 
users, and the riparian space were classified by the Nationalist government. Thus, 
the riparian space presents the distribution characteristics of the transformation 
from the inferior wooden buildings of the first layer to advanced 
reinforced-concrete buildings of the third layer. 
In summary, the riparian architectural space in Chongqing is characterized by 
three different types of buildings: wooden buildings in the first layer, masonry 
buildings in the second layer, and reinforced-concrete buildings in the third layer. 
The distribution characteristics of the riparian buildings not only satisfy the 
hydrologic conditions of the rivers in Chongqing but also reflect the division of the 
hierarchical system in the riparian architectural space. 
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5.4.2 Wharves 
 
According to the draft plan（P158）, the riparian space of Chongqing has 17 
wharves. Based on the draft plan and previous studies8)11), wharves can be divided 
into along-shore and jetty types (based on type of plane), ramp and vertical types 
(based on terrain) (Figure5.9), passenger, freight, fishing (for use), and military 
types (based on function). The distribution, plane type, terrain and function of 
riparian wharves are presented in Table 5.2. 
W1, the along-shore- and ramp-type wharf in the two-river intersection basin is 
the largest in the whole basin (Figure5.10). W2 and W3 have the same plane 
(along shore) and terrain (ramp) types as W1. The three wharves are all passenger 
wharves. W4 (DSZone) and W11 (NJZone) in the Yangtze River basin have a 
jetty-type plane and a vertical-type terrain. All other wharves in this basin, except 
W4 and W11, have the along-shore type of plane and the ramp type of terrain. 
Except W5 (DSZone) and W10  (JZZone) are passenger wharves ,and 
W8( CQZone) is a fishing wharf, all other wharves are freight wharves 
(Figure5.11). In the Jialing River basin, W14 (a passenger wharf) of QSZone and 
W17 (a fishing wharf) of LJZone have the along-shore type plane and the ramp 
type of terrain. All other wharves in the basin have a jetty-type plane and a 
vertical-type terrain, and function as military wharves. 
Thus, the distribution characteristics of riparian space wharves are as follows: 
All wharves in the two-river intersection basin are along-shore passenger wharves 
and have a ramp-type terrain. The Yangtze River basin is for the most part 
characterized by along-shore freight wharves, but it also has a small number of 
along-shore passenger and fishing wharves. Most wharves in the basin have the                
Figure 5.9 Wharf Type Classification 
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Table 5.2 Statistics of Types and Composition Elements of Wharves 
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Figure 5.10 The W1 of CTZone 
 
amp topography. The Jialing River basin is characterized by a majority of jetty 
military wharves and a small amount of along-shore passenger and fishing 
wharves. Most wharves in the basin have the vertical-type terrain. 
The riparian topography of Chongqing is marked by close inland wharves that 
look like river riparians, most of them formed as ramps10). The water level changes 
greatly, and the along-shore wharves are suitable as river wharves in the middle 
and upper reaches12). Because of these two factors, the two-river intersection basin 
and the Yangtze River basin are mainly characterized by along-shore wharves 
with the ramp-type terrain. The jetty wharf with a big tonnage and deep draught 
is most suitable as a large-scale vertical wharf12). W4 and W11 in the Yangtze 
River basin and W12, W13, W15, and W16 in the Jialing River basin are 
large-scale wharves, and conform to the characteristics of jetty wharves. 
Regarding the regional culture, seventeen riparian city gates symbolizing “nine 
palaces and eight diagrams” in Chongqing were gradually demolished in 
19277).The Nationalist government expected to replace the city gates with 
wharves that symbolize Chongqing city as the “everlasting impenetrable fortress. 
（金湯永固）” 15) This explains why the number of riparian wharves envisaged in 
the draft plan was determined as 17. The wharves were considered as an 
extension of the traditional culture of the riparian region of Chongqing. 
In summary, the riparian wharf space in Chongqing consisted of three basins 
with different characteristics: the two-river intersection basin with primarily 
along-shore passenger wharves, the Yangtze River basin with primarily 
along-shore freight wharves, and the Jialing River basin with primarily jetty 
military wharves. The distribution characteristics of the wharves not only conform 
to the riparian topography and wharf type but also reflect the preservation of the 
traditional regional culture in the riparian wharf space.
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                                  Figure 5.11 The Freight Wharf in Yangtze River 
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5.4.3 Parks 
 
For the first time ever, a green space plan was proposed for the riparian space of 
Chongqing, and three parks were to be constructed according to the draft plan
（P90）. The region, name, area, terrain, style, form, planar configuration, main 
functional and facilities of the parks are shown in Table 5.3. 
The Tian Park with an area of 2000 m2 was located in the riparian ramp terrain 
in the two-river intersection basin. It was a Western-style terrace park with a 
symmetrical planar configuration, and its major functional facilities were a statue 
of liberty and a war monument (Figure 5.12 and Figure 5.13). The Di Park with an 
area of 2600 m2 was located in NJZone of the Yangtze River basin. It had the same 
terrain, style, form, and plane layout of the Tian Park, and its major functional 
facility was a swimming pool. The Ren Park with an area of 9000 m2 was located 
at the intersection of LJZone and QSZone in the Jialing River basin, in the 
riparian plane terrain. The largest among the three parks, the Ren Park had a 
natural landscape with a natural Western-style planar configuration. Its major 
functional facility was a sports square and pavilion (Figure 5.14). 
In the draft plan（P97, the riparian parks in Chongqing were designed “as 
multi-style, purely Western parks, which were intended to showcase Chongqing as 
a modern metropolis.” Therefore, it was decided to design the three riparian parks 
as typically Western-style parks, in both style and form. Most riparian land areas 
in Chongqing had a ramp terrain14). This explained why both the Tian Park and 
the Di Park had a terrace form. The Jialing River basin with a broad land area 
rarely had a plain terrain in the riparian region. This explained why the area of 
Ren Park was far greater than that of the other two parks. This is also the reason 
Table 5.3 Statistics of Types and Composition Elements of Parks 
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                                    Figure 5.12 The Plan of Tian Park  
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Figure 5.13 Bird’s-eye View of Tian Park 
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Figure 5.14 The Plan of Ren Park  
 
the only natural landscape also satisfied the “multi-style” standard in the draft 
plan. The  Tian Park had a statue of liberty and a war monument, which show 
that the Tian Park was a commemorative park. The Di Park and the Ren Park 
had a swimming pool and a sports square for recreation, which show that the two 
parks were recreational parks. The three parks were respectively named as “Tian
（天）,” “Di, （地）” and “Ren（人）” in the draft plan based on Taoism（道家思想）, 
the traditional Chinese culture, implying that the three parks represented “the 
three fundamentals” （三才）20): good crops, good weather, and peace15). Thus, while 
the riparian parks were Western in style, their naming methods were consistent 
with the traditional Chinese culture. 
In addition, from the background of cultural thoughts, we could see that the 
origin of measuring, planning and architecture is early in ancient China. It 
provides capability and possibility to the site selection, planning, layout and 
construction of cities. Since the date of its origination, urban planning architecture 
in ancient China has integrated astronomy, meteorology, geography and humanity 
111 
 
with the concepts of urban layout. Its core is the fortune of era, which was 
expressed by climatic conditions. The local context determined by climatic 
conditions is an important feature of urban landscape design in ancient and 
modern China. According to traditional ancient Chinese culture, human and 
nature is closely connected to each other and could interact with each other. 
“Heaven”, “earth” and “human” consists of a unified entirety, and the city is the 
reaction of this organism. For this reason, both the naming and the layout 
planning of these three parks in Chongqing is under the influence of traditional 
Chinese culture and Western thoughts, and forms an organic landscape 
ecosystem. 
In summary, the parks in the riparian space in the two-river intersection basin 
were commemorative parks, and those in the Yangtze River basin and the Jialing 
River basin were recreational parks. Overall, the design standard and 
topographical conditions of the riparian parks showed a good combination of 
Chinese tradition and Western style. 
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Figure 5.15 Composition Characteristics Analysis of Riparian Space 
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5.4.4 Comprehensive Investigation 
 
The above analysis of the space distribution features of buildings, wharves and 
parks are arranged in Figure 5.15, which is used to do the comprehensive analysis 
and investigation of the overall riparian space. 
Since the Ming dynasty, the two-river intersection basin had been the water 
transportation hub and the sole waterway for senior officials to go back and forth 
from Chongqing, and it was mainly used for passenger transportation, which 
decided that the first layer of the two-river intersection basin (T1) centered around 
the transportation space. As mentioned in sections 3.1 and 3.2, the Chaotian 
memorial hall in the third layer was a riparian commemorative building, and the 
first layer of the two-river intersection basin was used as the traffic center of going 
back and forth from Chongqing. Against the historical background of war, a 
commemorative park was set up in the second layer of the riparian space to 
further enhance the height of the commemorative meaning, which showed that 
the second layer (T2) of the two-river intersection basin took the commemorative 
space as the center. 
Since 1932, the annual freight volume of the riparians in the Yangtze River 
basin had accounted for more than 80% of the Chongqing freight13), and it was the 
main business traffic channel in the riparian area of Chongqing, and the first layer 
(Y1) of the Yangtze River basin therefore centered around the commercial space. 
As mentioned in section 3.1, DSZone, TPZone, CQZone, and JZZone in the Yangtze 
River basin provided the sole assembly hall for the purpose of trade in the riparian 
space, which also reflected that the second layer (Y2) of the Yangtze River basin 
similarly centered around the commercial space. 
Since the outbreak of Sino-Japanese war in 1937, the Jialing River basin was 
taken as the distribution center of military materials. As narrated in the draft 
plan（P170）, “the military wharf with QSZone and LJZone as the centre is 
established for the timely transportation of material in wartime,” which shows 
that the first layer of Jialing River basin (J1) centered around the military space. 
As shown in section 3.3, the Nationalist government considered Chongqing as a 
standard to measure the modernization of the region, and the recreational Ren 
Park was also the largest park in the riparian space, which shows that the second 
layer of the Jialing River basin (J2) centered around the recreational space. 
After the end of Sino-Japanese war, the Nationalist government needed to 
express its political ideology through buildings to commemorate the war victory. 
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The third layer of space near the city gate ruins must be traversed when going 
back and forth from Chongqing. The layer of space was the highest of all riparian 
spaces, and its geographical position was the most important7). Thus, memorial 
halls and monuments were set up in the third space. Therefore, all the third layers 
in the two-river intersection basin, the Yangtze River basin, and the Jialing River 
basin (Y3T3J3) centered around the commemorative space. 
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5.5 Summary 
 
Based on the draft plan, the following conclusions are drawn in this paper 
through the analysis and investigation of the composition characteristics of 
riparian space of Chongqing: 
1) The riparian space of Chongqing consists of three different types of space: a 
first layer of housing, commercial, transportation, and military space; a second 
layer of housing, commercial, culture, commemorative, and recreational space; 
and a third layer of commemorative space and cultural space. 
2) The first and second layers of riparian space had rich compositions: The 
two-river intersection basin had the transportation and commemorative space as 
the center; the Yangtze River basin had the commercial space as the center; the 
Jialing River basin had the military and recreational space as the center. The 
third layer of space had a unitary composition, and the three basins centered 
around the commemorative space. 
3) The classification of the buildings and residents in the space manifested the 
class system, and reflected the limitations of the times in the development of the 
riparian space of Chongqing. The setting of wharves and parks with Chinese 
names and the Western style not only manifested the preservation of the 
Chongqing regional culture and the traditional Chinese culture in the riparian 
space but also indicated the integration of Western culture, reflecting both 
traditionality and modernization in the development of the riparian space of 
Chongqing. 
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The urban development is necessary, while the urban renewal is also 
inevitable. In this process, the tradition and modern of the city, the history 
and culture of the city should be in harmonious coexistence. How to protect 
and preserve the unique historical context of some cities, and regenerate and 
continue these concepts through association study on space and culture in 
the urban development process is the original intention of this research. So 
far, Chongqing has a history of about 3000 years, during which especially in 
1997, Chinese Government establish Chongqing as the fourth municipality 
directly under the Central Government after Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai, 
which has ushered in a new era of the urban development of Chongqing and 
brought huge opportunity for the economic and social development of 
Chongqing. However, as a comprehensive city, how to give play to the whole 
function of the city, make the historical context and traditional regional 
culture of the city and the ancient Chinese traditional culture better blended 
in the urban development is the starting point of this research.  
 
6.1 Summaries of Chapters 2-5 
 
  Against this background, this research chooses the historical background 
from the Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China, and starts from the three 
periods with the most typical meanings – early period when the port was 
opened, the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, and profoundly 
analyzes the composition of the riparian space of Chongqing with rich 
Chinese traditional culture based on rich research data and field survey, 
investigates and compares the space characteristics from the angle of 
planning theories of Chinese ancient cities and traditional culture. The 
conclusions of Chapters 2-5 are follows:  
 
  Chapter 2 firstly introduces the status of the riparian space of Chongqing 
on the urban development history of Chongqing and briefly introduces the 
site conditions and space of riparian area of Chongqing, then makes the 
times division of the history of nearly 60 years of the riparian space from the 
Late Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China (1891-1946) and classifies the 
composition type of the riparian space As viewed from the space composition, 
and finally introduces the backgrounds of all periods and analyzes the space 
characteristics of each period As viewed from space transition, and draws the 
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following conclusions:  
(1)Phase I: From its inception in 1891 to 1926, space form was confined to 
enclosed patterns due to the limitations of the times. Port space along the 
Jialing River was relatively behind that of the Yangtze River. It is likely that 
this was due to the fact that the national economy mainly depended on the 
spatial distribution of terminals along the Yangtze River. Nonetheless, the 
spaces along the two rivers showed an increase in development after the 
initial launch. This phase signifies the infancy of the riparian space of 
Chongqing. 
(2) Phase II: From 1927 with the establishment of Chongqing City to 1934, 
spatial form was observed along with some changes. For the sake of gate 
removal, the riparian space of Chongqing was converted from an enclosed 
type to an open type. Along the Yangtze River side, riparian space, terminal 
number, and form all increased in comparison to the Jialing River side. In 
this phase, port space on the Yangtze River side showed significant changes, 
but the Jialing River side showed a relatively flat trend. This was the 
development phase of the riparian space of Chongqing. 
(3) Phase III: From 1935, when the provisional capital was established, to 
1944, spatial forms based on the previous period’s changes were further 
upgraded thanks to the ten-year period that the government inhabited 
Chongqing. The riparian space form developed along both open and 
semi-open patterns, while the riparian’s spatial form along both rivers was 
highlighted with dramatic changes, resulting in the rapid development of the 
riparian space. This period represents the climax of the riparian space of 
Chongqing. 
(4) Phase IV: From 1945, when the provisional capital status was lost, to 
1949 when the People's Republic of China was founded, there were no 
changes to the riparian space of Chongqing in terms of spatial form, and 
development of the riparian space seemed very flat for both rivers compared 
to earlier periods. This period represents the stagnation of the riparian space 
of Chongqing. 
 
  In Chapter 3, Starting from the social conditions at the early period when 
the port was opened as the research background and based on rich historical 
data and past researches, chooses the “Expanded Chongqing with Full-map” 
with extremely high research meanings and value from the geology, history, 
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culture and other fields of the city as the graphic reference, determines the 
gates, docks and buildings as the analysis objects of this Chapter in reference 
to the historical data and the riparian space described in the “Expanded 
Chongqing with Full-map”, and respectively analyzes the space compositions 
of the Yangtze River Basin, the Jialing River Basin and the confluent basin 
according to different river basins of the riparian space.  
  Firstly, the this research analyzes the gate space according to the eave 
number and direction of the gate, the existence and direction of the gate 
accessory building – barbican and forming direction of the gate, barbican and 
rivers, and investigates the composition characteristics of the geomantic 
theory in Chinese traditional culture and the social and political background. 
Second, this research analyzes the dock space according to the dock type, 
revetment form and the nature of the river basin and investigates the 
composition characteristics through the site conditions of the riparian space 
and the Confucianism in Chinese traditional culture. Third, this research 
analyzes the building space according to the material and type of buildings 
and the topographic condition of the location, and investigates the 
composition characteristics through the social and economic status and the 
religious faith of the residents along the coast. Finally, this research makes 
the general investigation on the riparian space of Chongqing in the early 
period when the port was opened from the cultural dimension and social 
background and draws the following conclusions:  
  (1) Chongqing’s riparian space was divided into three areas. The first 
spatial area in the sloping terrain and plane terrain had various forms of 
piers, wooden dwellings, and shops, which had the minimum vertical height. 
These building would be centered on a large pier with other types of piers (if 
any) located at both its terminals.  
(2)The second area comprises temples located on plane terrain or a small 
number of dwellings located on sloping terrains, which are of medium height. 
From our analysis, we infer that such space was valuable and scarce along 
the coast and it was used for constructing buildings held in high honor to 
surround a temple.  
(3)The third area is mixed, with dwellings and woodwork shops on sloping 
terrains, a small number of temples, masonry shops, dwellings and 
woodwork shops on plane terrains and various forms of city gates, all of 
which have the maximum height, and gates in various forms would be 
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constructed in the middle while the remaining composition elements would 
be scattered at the two terminals. 
(4)Looking at these three spaces together, we can see that the city gates 
and the large pier are linked directly as a main transportation route 
throughout the whole riparian space while there are secondary lines 
distributed at both terminals of the large pier, which would pass the first 
dwellings and shops of the first space and then meet the major route. 
  (5) It is clearly shown that the riparian space of Chongqing Port at its early 
opening was developed based on gates, piers, and buildings to form 
three-level spaces developed to surround the piers, temples, and center gates, 
which were all linked directly by a linear route. The location and orientation 
of the objects embody the military nature of the riparian space, the “Nine 
Palaces and Eight Diagrams” of Chinese geomantic Feng shui thought, the 
traditional Chinese cultural thought “valuable middle,” and the religious 
culture. 
 
  In Chapter 4,Against the background of the Chongqing coast in the Late 
Qing Dynasty period and based on the drawings, historical pictures and 
literature findings, Chapter 4 firstly investigates, compares and confirms the 
information of space surrounding the gate; secondly, analyzes the 
composition formation of the central space of the open gate and the closed 
gate according to the distribution feature of the gates, temples, docks and 
bridges, and investigates the central space from the Chinese ancient urban 
planning theories, natural and geological conditions along the coast and 
other factors; thirdly, discuss the functions and distribution characteristics 
of the four regions through the distribution of population and occupation in 
the accessory space, arrangement characteristics of the resident building, as 
well as the drawings and historical data as supplementary, and investigates 
the accessory space from the “implication” and location of the Chinese 
traditional culture – gods; finally draws the following conclusions through 
investigation on the regional culture of the riparian space.  
(1) The gates of the 9 open-gate spaces among the 17 city gates, with the 
exception of the L12 Gate, were located at a central axis with the wharfs. 
Based on their openness, they were important channels into and out of the 
city as well as the gathering and dispersing center of the flow of humans and 
goods. The 8 closed-gate spaces located at the central axis with temples or 
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bridges were used as the gathering places for religious cultural activities 
reflecting the psychological demand of the inhabitants living along the bank. 
(2) Though the irregular geographical conditions of Chongqing were 
different from other ancient Chinese cities, the idea of “the Golden Mean” 
still influenced the structuring form of the SES, that is, the central axis 
relation of the gates and wharfs (temples or bridges). The mutual integration 
of constituting features of the open-gate space and the closed-gate space also 
originates from this thought, which indirectly demonstrates that the notion 
of “the Golden Mean” was incorporated into the ancient Chinese city 
planning and construction theories. 
(3) The Converging Zone in the SES was the space used predominantly for 
political functions, which met the political requirements; the Yangtze River 
Zone was the space for commercial functions; which was jointly influenced by 
the historical, internal, and external factors of the city; the Land Zone was 
the space used mostly for religious functions, thus meeting the requirements 
of religious beliefs; the Jialing River Zone was the space for transportation 
and agriculture as a result of the influence of the river-crossing demands and 
the flat terrain. Moreover, the geographical conditions of the SES were the 
main factors influencing the arrangement forms of inhabitant buildings. 
(4) The locations and the implications of the “Four Gods” in traditional 
Chinese culture were also reflected in the functions and features of the four 
zones of the SES. Those functions and features showed signs of compliance to 
the protecting gods at the four locations, as well as the planners’ wishes and 
expectancy of good things in spirit, both for the city governors and the 
common inhabitants in the late Qing Dynasty. 
(5) The constituting features and function distribution displayed in the 
SES of Chongqing in the late Qing Dynasty were restricted by natural 
geographical factors and were driven by agricultural production and human 
life. Moreover, they were deeply influenced by Confucianism, the “Four Gods” 
of traditional Chinese culture. 
 
In Chapter 5, Against the background of the Chongqing coast in the 
Republic of China and based on the research on the Minguo historical 
culture, urban construction plan and geological research of Chongqing, 
Chapter 5 chooses the planning standards on the riparian space in the 
“Ten-Year Construction Plan Draft of the Auxiliary Capital” as the main 
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referential data in this Chapter, and determines the buildings, docks and 
parks as the analysis objects in this Chapter. Firstly, this Chapter 
summarizes the information and data contained in the buildings, docks and 
parks based on the “Draft” and in combination with the classification 
standard of the research objects; secondly, clarifies the space composition 
characteristics of the buildings, docks and parks through the composition 
analysis of the buildings, docks and parks on the riparian space, and 
investigates the formation reasons of the characteristics in combination with 
the terrain and hydrologic condition of Chongqing coast; finally 
comprehensively analyzes the composition of the overall riparian space, and 
comprehensively investigates the composition characteristics of the riparian 
space through the historical background, the planning thoughts of the “Draft” 
and other factors, and draws the following conclusions: 
(1)The riparian space of Chongqing consists of three different types of space: a 
first layer of housing, commercial, transportation, and military space; a second 
layer of housing, commercial, culture, commemorative, and recreational space; 
and a third layer of commemorative space and cultural space. 
(2) The first and second layers of riparian space had rich compositions: The 
two-river intersection basin had the transportation and commemorative space as 
the center; the Yangtze River basin had the commercial space as the center; the 
Jialing River basin had the military and recreational space as the center. The 
third layer of space had a unitary composition, and the three basins centered 
around the commemorative space. 
(3) The classification of the buildings and residents in the space manifested the 
class system, and reflected the limitations of the times in the development of the 
riparian space of Chongqing. The setting of wharves and parks with Chinese 
names and the Western style not only manifested the preservation of the 
Chongqing regional culture and the traditional Chinese culture in the riparian 
space but also indicated the integration of Western culture, reflecting both 
traditionality and modernization in the development of the riparian space of 
Chongqing. 
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6.2 Discussion  
 
  After the successive analysis and survey on the compositions and characteristics 
of the riparian space of Chongqing in all periods, this research can judge that the 
characteristics of the riparian space of Chongqing is closely related with the 
Confucian culture and Geomantic theory in Chinese traditional culture and 
regional cultural characteristics. Therefore, in combination with the analysis 
conclusions of Chapters 2-5, the relation between the social and cultural thoughts 
with the Chinese ancient urban planning construction and the construction of 
Chongqing will be discussed in the following paragraphs.  
 
6.2.1Thoughts and Expression 
 
Cities in China could be described as an organic living organism. Each city has its 
own personality and soul. Culture is the soul of cities. Such traditional culture includes 
three aspects: The first aspect is the core, which refers to spiritual contents, such as 
religion, literature, art and ideology. The second aspect is the cultural characteristics 
expressed by lifestyle, such as the manners and patterns of customs, apparel, diet, 
festivals and etiquette. The third level is the external form of a city, such as the cultural 
landscape expressed by the city’s graphic layout, main architecture, streets and building 
styles. The above three aspects would constrain each other and form an organic and 
unified entirety. The former two aspects of urban culture were called “Dao” (道，
doctrine) in ancient China, while the third aspect was called “Qi” (器，utensil) in ancient 
China. “Dao” is closely connected to “Qi”, and forms an organic and inseparable 
entirety. 
Under such cultural background, traditional urbanology in China considers the 
heaven, earth, human and life as an integral, circulatory and metabolic living system. 
The birth of all things, the movement of wind, rain, water and earth, and the motion of 
celestial body, shows that they are objects that combine “Yin” with “Yang”. The earth is 
also a Tai Chi ball evolved from the interaction of “Yin” and “Yang”. It is a living 
organism with vigor of life. The mountains, rivers and territories would also become 
living organism with different size and individuality due to different shapes and 
environments of mountain and water system. The site selection and layout of Chinese 
cities and those famous historical cities are inseparable from the unique geographical 
environment of China and traditional Chinese culture. A complete ideal illustration of 
landscape structure has been formed since ancient China. Urban environment planning 
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and space layout attaches great importance to overall harmony, connects heaven, earth 
and human together, and tries to achieve an organic unification of geographical location, 
change of seasons, astronomical calendar, geographic astrology, human-being’s morality, 
division of social structure, and hierarchy in families. The layout of each city is made in 
accordance with its practical conditions. Planning was made according to the city’s 
functions and features of landscape, and reveals the ways of thinking and culture of 
ancient China. 
 
6.2.2Similarities and Differences in Culture and Ideology 
 
The rise and development of ancient Chinese cities, in a sense, took place under 
the guidance of some of the planning ideas. As the city is a regional area and even 
the national center politically, economically, culturally, its geographical location 
and conditions are different. Planners must be planning under certain guidelines 
while considering the geographical features, urban nature and all kinds of 
possibilities, as far as possible to meet the different needs of each city, so the city 
can play a different role in it. Of course, among the Chinese cities, there are too 
many examples that have always been haphazard without a good urban planning. 
Nonetheless, the most cities have an orderly layout, and still, all should be said to 
be built through careful planning. 
In the early days of the late Qing Dynasty, due to natural and geographical 
conditions, the ancient city of Chongqing was developed as a regional military 
fortress. What could not be achieved within the city is the ancient Chinese 
classical principle of "center layout(中心布局)", "symmetrical layout(対称布局)", 
"street division(街道分割)", "block living(方块居住)" in urban planning. In this 
paper, Chapter 3 examined the outer space of the city of Chongqing, in which the 
formed constituting feature in the riparian space can best meet these planning 
principles. On the other hand, it reflects the Confucian "The Golden Mean "(中庸思
想). This explains that in Chinese feudal society, the dominant Confucianism was 
the guiding ideology of Chinese urban planning. Furthermore, this planning 
thought could fully maintain the feudal hierarchy, showing off the imperial dignity. 
By analyzing the investigation in Chapter 4 of this paper, it can be seen that in 
the late Qing Dynasty, the city of Chongqing still stayed in China's feudal era in 
such a short time interval. Therefore, the city in the late Qing Dynasty, like that in 
its early days, share the constituting feature of the riparian space that still 
strongly expressed the compliance of the Confucianism "The Golden Mean ". 
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By analyzing the investigation in Chapter 5 of this paper, it can be seen that in 
the Republican period, where the executive government changed from the Qing 
government to the national government. More than from a historical process, the 
Chinese feudal society was brought into a democratic society, and the awareness of 
the whole society has also undergone a qualitative change. That is, the 
conservative ideology of autarky transformed into a more civilized, modern 
thought. Social ideology and the concept of the executive government were both 
reflected in the riparian space in the city during the Republic period. 
Therefore, from the point of view of cultural ideas, the city's riparian space was 
found present with three distinct and common concepts of hierarchy in three ages. 
Comparatively, the riparian space during the late Qing Dynasty respected more of 
Confucianism, while the Republic period had the space that boasted the culture of 
democracy. 
 
6.2.3 Relationship between the Composition Characteristics and Confucianism 
 
Since the unification by the First Emperor of Qin and the establishment of the 
feudal country based on the centralized autocratic autocracy, China has been ruled 
by the feudal autocracy centralization for over 2000 years. During this period, in 
spite of the development of various ideologies and cultures, the Confucianism has 
always been in the dominant position after the “rejecting all kinds of theoretical 
schools but Confucius” of the Emperor Han. The “etiquette system” (礼制) and 
“harmony ・moderation(貴和・尚中)” in Confucianism has impacted the urban 
construction and urban planning in Chinese ancient times most obviously and 
intensively.  
The impact of “etiquette system” (礼制)on the urban construction is mainly 
reflected on the five directions and four images (五方四象), which highlights the 
center (突出中心), focuses on the middle axle (強調中軸), honor of facing the south  
(面南為尊)and a series of other “etiquette” order and custom arrangement. The 
Confucian ethics “harmony ・moderation” characteristics are reflected on the 
following aspects: firstly, the concept of “harmony between the heaven and human” 
(天人合一), settlement site selection, urban form arrangement, urban main 
buildings and other aspects; secondly, the “interpersonal harmony” (人際之和) that 
the Confucian emphasizes, the spatial arrangement of buildings and city and the 
nomination of the palaces and gates; thirdly, the Confucian “moderation” is one of 
the main characteristics of the traditional buildings and urban culture on the 
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space: “honor of centering” reflects the advocating of the “center” in the spatial 
awareness.  
As viewed from the site conditions of the city, in North China, especially in the 
Yellow River Basin, most ancient cities are in a regular rectangular shape due to 
the broadly distributed plains. For example, the Beijing City in Ming Dynasty and 
Qing Dynasty, Pingyao City in Shanxi Province and other cities were constructed 
according to the “etiquette” requirements. Under the governance of the 
Confucianism, the planning of these cities, and the gates, roads, and important 
buildings in these cities also reflect the orderly coaxial-line arrangement. However, 
under the impact of surrounded by water on three sides and leaning against 
mountain on one side of Chongqing, the terrain of the whole Chongqing city 
including the riparian space is uneven, and the roads, buildings and other factors 
in the riparian space cannot be arranged in strict accordance with the “etiquette” 
form. For example, the gate and road of Tongyuan Gate in the road region exist in 
a curved form, but under the influence of the thought of “harmony and 
moderation”, the residual gates are arranged in a coaxial-line form with the docks, 
temples or bridges in the riparian space through the straight roads. Therefore, 
the urban planning concept of “honor of centering” in the thoughts of “harmony 
and moderation” influenced the composition characteristics of the riparian space of 
Chongqing. 
 
6.2.4 Relationship between Composition Characteristics and Geomantic 
Theory 
 
The Chinese ancient city can be divided into the capital, prefectural city, town, 
county town and other types, while these cities are roughly divided into two types: 
first, newly built cities, with the site selection, planning and construction not 
restrained by the original conditions, such as Daxing in Sui Dynasty, Luoyang, 
and the Great Capital of Yuan Dynasty etc. The second is the cities reconstructed 
and extended based on the old cities, which were built on the basis of the original 
cities and buildings, and were greatly influenced by the contemporary situations, 
such as Chang’an in Han Dynasty, Dongjing in North Song Dynasty, Linan in 
South Song Dynasty etc. These cities are greatly different from each other in 
terms of historical and geological environment, but they were all influenced by the 
“Four Gods” (四神相応)theory in the Geomantic theory on the site selection, scales 
and forms of the cities.  
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As viewed from the regional function of the city, the Emperor of the feudal 
society as the symbol of the highest political rights was called the “dragon”. The 
Chaotian Gate in the east of the riparian space is the unique square, and was used 
as the space for the worship of the “dragon”, which worked in concert with the 
orientation – the God in the East worshipped by the Taoists in Geomantic theory. 
The Yangtze River area in the south of the city has been the commercial space 
since the establishment of Chongqing, plus the entering of foreign commercial 
boats in Late Qing Dynasty made the commercial function of this area more 
outstanding, which was in correspondence with the south direction-rosefinch. The 
Tongyuan Gate in the land area in the west of the city was mainly for the purpose 
of military defense, but with the change of Ming Dynasty, Qing Dynasty, till the 
end of Qing Dynasty, no war broke out near Chongqing, therefore, the military 
function of this area reduced, and the military function was further changed into 
the religious function. This area was in correspondence with the White Tiger in 
the west direction in the construction period, but in the time change, the function 
was also changed. China was an agricultural country in the feudal age, and the 
characteristics of traditional agriculture are conservation and calmness. One 
function of the Jialing River area in the north of the city is the traditional 
agriculture, which is in correspondence with the Tortoise in the north direction. At 
the same time, another traffic function of this area is based on the needs of 
crossing, which is determined by the natural and geological environment. 
Therefore, the “four gods” theory in Geomantic Theory has profound guiding 
function on the form and composition of the riparian space of Chongqing.  
 
6.2.5 Relationship between Composition Characteristics and Regional Culture 
  
From Qin Dynasty to Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty, the square city wall is 
the standard of the Chinese traditional city walls, but under general situations, 
the forms of the city walls shall be determined according to the influence degree of 
the natural environmental condition. For example, the form of square city wall in 
North China is the main form for city building. In Chongqing in South China, the 
topographic conditions decided the irregular form of the city wall of Chongqing, 
and further decided the irregular and unequal arrangement of the gate. Therefore, 
the regional culture was more considered in the building of the city walls on the 
riparian space of Chongqing. 
The Chongqing Gate developed as the military fortress comprises 17 gates, 
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wherein 9 gates imply the “nine-grid pattern”, which symbolizes the “Jintang City 
Wall and Moat” in the “nine-grid pattern gossip” in the Geomantic theory. Under 
the condition of no running water supply, the residents in the urban area 
transported water through the Open Gate, and therefore, the Open Gate was 
called the “water gate” by Chongqing people. In the feudal culture, the water can 
restrict fire, and under the condition of observing the 17 gates, and the “water gate” 
was arranged besides the “fire gate” (closed gate). The 8 open gates restrict the 8 
closed gates, and the city walls were arranged according to the rule one closed gate 
after one open gate, while the closed gate was not arranged on the left side of 
Chuqi Gate. Therefore, the arrangement of the gate, the same like the 
arrangement of the temple in front of the closed door, embodies the psychological 
comfort and need of the residents, at the same time, also embodies the feudal 
thoughts of the residents in the Late Qing Dynasty. Therefore, under the influence 
of the geological condition, the 17 gates in Chongqing cannot be distributed 
equally or regularly, but they were arranged according to the rule of one closed 
gate after one open gate, which also reflected the regional culture of the feudal 
thoughts outside Chongqing City in Late Qing Dynasty.  
 
6.2.6 Development of Riparian Space 
 
A hundred years ago, Chongqing, was conducive to the superior surface and 
geographical location, and became an important commercial port and a cargo 
distribution center for Yunnan（雲南）, Guizhou （貴州）and Sichuan（四川）,and 
even in China's central and western regions as a whole. In this century's history, 
1891's inception of Chongqing brought the introduction of the Western religious 
and cultural impact on the traditional society, the disintegration of the natural 
economy and the production of national bourgeoisie, along with the Qing 
government's bankruptcy and the establishment of the National Government, also 
the ancient town of Chongqing to be planned as a city with the walls and gates 
removed. These historical paces bestowed the city's urban construction to 
experience the prosperity from commerce, and the development from castle to city. 
In the course of this development, the large-scale urban planning to explore the 
urban space, opening up new city and the transformation of the old city made the 
ancient city of Chongqing begin to take shape of the modern urban landscape on 
this piece of land. To accompany this, in the lack of theoretical basis of urban 
planning and construction process, the city has the riparian space that may best 
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embody the Chinese traditional culture and the local culture is gradually 
disappearing along with the paces of modernization. 
In recent years, there has been an increased awareness on the protection of 
historical and cultural heritage of regional areas. Some gates and regional sites in 
the riparian space have been protected and repaired. Facing the social progress 
and urban development, it is impossible to restore the riparian space into its 
history original appearance a hundred years ago. The conclusion of this work, 
however, may be used as one of the theoretical basis of modern urban planning 
and construction in Chongqing. Specifically, it may play a reference and guidance 
effect on correctly repairing gates remains, rational development of the riparian 
region of space and the protection of historical and cultural heritage. 
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6.3 Conclusions 
 
According to the brief summary and the survey content of the previous chapters, 
the conclusions of this research are as follows:  
 
(1)In the Late Qing Dynasty, the composition elements such as temples, docks, 
bridges and other buildings leech on to the gates and form the areas with the gate 
as the center. These mutually connected areas form jointly form the riparian space. 
After the Republic of China, the gates were gradually removed due to the need of 
urban expansion and construction, but under the condition of preserving the gate 
relics, the gate still plays a traffic role for entering the city. Therefore, the riparian 
space in the Republic of China, same with that in Late Qing Dynasty, was also the 
center of the gate. In 1912, though the ruling Government changed from Qing 
Government to Minguo Government and the social formation also changed from 
the feudal society to semi-colonial and semi-feudal society, the composition 
formation of the riparian space was composed of three layers of space in two 
different periods, that is, the first layer of space with the dock as the center, the 
second layer of space with the temple as the center and the third layer of space 
with the gate as the center. Depending on usage, this three-layer space can be 
defined as follows: the first layer is used as life (living) space, the second layer for 
religious (cultural festival) space, and the third layer, the transition of traffic 
(conversion inside and outside the city) space. 
 
(2) Although the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China were identical in 
terms of the composition formations (three layers of space), from the perspective of 
the composition characteristics, the riparian space of Chongqing in Late Qing 
Dynasty was based on the gates, docks and buildings, which were connected 
through the straight line of the docks, temples and gates and formed the riparian 
space of Chongqing into a entire characteristics, and intensively reflected the 
influence of the doctrine of the mean culture in Confucianism on the composition 
of the riparian space in this period, and indicates that the urban planning thought 
in Chinese ancient times were also the reflection of the Confucianism. The 
Confucianism with different connotations became the ideological weapon for 
maintenance of the feudal governance in different historical periods, and was used 
as the moral creed for maintenance of the feudal hierarchy. The Chinese urban 
planning thoughts from Qin Dynasty and Han Dynasty to the Late Qing Dynasty 
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were restricted by such hierarchy to reflect the dignity of the feudal ruler. However, 
after the Republic of China, though the riparian space exists in the form of three 
layers of space, the space composition of the gate area did not reflect the 
axisymmetric relationship. From the cultural meaning, the urban construction 
was not accordance with the guiding ideology of Chinese urban planning, which 
reflects the separation of the political concept of the Minguo government 
propaganda from the feudal hierarchy and conservative ideas to some extent, but 
emphasizes the establishment of the new open and free democracy republican 
system. Therefore, so to speak, the planning construction of Chinese cities and the 
composition of Chongqing were greatly influenced by the political attitudes, 
concepts and needs of the running government.  
 
(3) The riparian space of Chongqing in Late Qing Dynasty comprises the 
Yangtze River Basin space for the commercial function, the Yaling River Basin 
space for the traffic and agricultural function and crossing basin space for the 
politic function. The formation of the functional areas of the riparian space in this 
period was mainly based on the Geomantic theory in the traditional culture, as 
well as the joint influence of the internal reasons (such as the natural geological 
condition, city history, regional culture etc.) and external reason (port 
opening).However, in the Republic of China, the Yangtze River Basin was also 
used as the commercial space, while the Jialing River Basin changed into the 
military space and amusement and rest space, and the crossing area changed into 
the traffic and memorial space. The military space and the memorial space were 
formed under the influence of the background of Sino-Japanese War. The 
amusement and rest space (park) was firstly reflected in the construction history 
of Chongqing, which reflects the invasion of western culture and its influence on 
the urban planning of Chongqing. Though the learning objective of Minguo 
Government is the western world, the pursuit for the freedom of the three people’s 
principles is the propaganda of the Minguo Government. However, the 
distribution characteristics of hierarchy of buildings in the riparian space 
indicated the remaining of the feudal hierarchy and conservative ideas in the 
Republic of China. Therefore, though the running government changed from the 
conservative Qing Dynasty into the open Minguo Government, the composition 
form and social background ideology of the riparian space of Chongqing in 
1891-1949 were still conservative and closed. Therefore, so to speak, the value of 
social ideology (four gods culture, hierarchy concept etc.) are the most direct 
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influence factors of the composition form and regional distribution of the riparian 
space of Chongqing. 
 
6.4 Future Research 
 
The background of this research is only based on 1891 -1946 and this research 
discusses the composition and characteristics of the riparian space of Chongqing 
under the government of two successive governments. 
However, as viewed from the methodology (time shaft), after 1949, the social 
form with Chinese Communist Party as the running government changed from 
the previous feudal society and semi-feudal and semi-colonial society into the 
socialist society. Therefore, the analysis on the composition characteristics of the 
riparian space of Chongqing after 1949 will be the subject of this research to 
improve the shortage on the time shaft. 
As viewed from system theory (comprehensiveness), this research discusses the 
relevance between Chinese city and Chinese traditional culture, but the analysis 
and survey on one city is not complete or comprehensive. Meanwhile, among the 
four Chinese ancient cities defined as the world cultural heritage, there is already 
the detailed analysis on Pingyao City in Shanxi（山西・平遥）, while there is still 
no systematic and comprehensive survey on the relevance with the Chinese 
traditional culture on the other three cities: Langzhong in Sichuan（四川・閬中）, 
Lijiang in Yunnan （雲南・麗江）and Xixian in Anhui（安徽・歙県）, which will 
be the future subject.  
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